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MADAM, 


F 


-MBITI ON is f far from being a Vice in Potts, that 
 *ris almoſt impoſſible for them to ſicceed without it. 
_ Imagination muſt be raisd by a defire of Fame, to a'de- 
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1” Honour of being Your Poet has fill'd my Mind, I confeſs my ſelf too 


Myſteryleft behind, than Diyinity it 0 could enable him to expreſs. 
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1 but | | Excellencies to the World ; and 
that too according to the meaſure of my own Weakneſs. Like thoſe 


_ . The Epiſtle Dedi 


of Your Great: 


15 more Þ ry 


Pp, 


D zauty. .. oyird.to a. Ptince who, Wy outer de- 
erye You. ; whoſe Condutt, Courage, and Succeſs in War, wlioſe 
& Love f 
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Canſtancy to His Freinds, whoſe Bounty to; His Seryants, whe 
Tuſtice to Merit, whoſe Inviolable Truth, and whoſe Magnanimity 
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becauſe they are ron the reach of Nature ! To hope to be a: 
God, is Folly exalted into Madneſs ;' but by” the Laws of our Crea- 
tion, we are'oblig'd to adore Him ; and are'permitted ro love Him 
too, at humane diſtance. *Tis the Nature of PerteCtion to be at- 
trattive ; but the Excellency of the ObjeCt refines the Narure of the 
Love. Ir {trikes an Impreffion of -awtul Reverence ; *tis . indeed 
that Love which is more properly a Zeal 'than Paſſon-:-*Tis. the 
Raptuxe- which Anchorites find in Prayer.,. when a Beam of the 
Divinity ſhines upon- them; that which makes them deſpiſe all 
worldly Objects; - and- yet” *tis all but Contemplation. They. are 
ſeldom viſited txom above' ;z but a ſingle Vifion:1o tranſports them, 
that it makesup the Happineſs of their Lives. Mortality cannot bear 
it often : It finds them in the eagerneſs 2nd heighth: of their Devori- 
on; they are Speeckileſs for the titme:that it continues, 'and-proftrate 
and dead when it departs. The Ecftafic had needs beitrong; : which; 
without anyend, butthatof Admiration, haspower;exough todeftroy 
all other Paſſions. You render /Mankind ! inſenfible--to other Beau- 
ties: and have deftroy'd-the Empire -of/Love; im a Courtwhich was 
the ſeat of his Dominion:” =You have» ſibyetted (may: I! dare-to ac: 
euſe You of 4t) eyen our Fundamental Laws,..and:reigh abſolute- 0: 
ver-the -Heatts of -4 ſtubborr-and-fireebotr: People, tenacious almoſt 
to Madneſs of their Liberty. 'The:brighiteſh-ahd moſtiVitorious;of 
our Ladies "make daily ' Complaints: of: revolted SubjeAsz: if they 
may befaid tobe revolted:whoſeServitude is not:accepted;; for Your 
Royal Highneſs is too greatrand'too Juſt, a Monarch, either-to want 
or to 'receive®the- Homage of: Rebellious Eugitives.!; Yet if ſome 
few atnotf'tls Multitule contiriue edfaft:tor the; firſt Pretenfions, 
*tis an! Obedience To: lukewarmand languithing,: that it merits:not 
the Name .of Paſſion:-'Their Addreffes' are” ſor faint, and thein Vows 
TÞ hollow to their Sovereigns; that-they item only to maintain their 
Faith-out of a Senſe of Honour : They-are afham'd ito deſiſt, and yet 
grow: careleſs to: obtain : Like deſpairing Combatants:they, ſtrive a- 
- gainſt You;/-as"ifthey had: beheld unveiVPd:the MagicaliShicld of your 
Arioſto, which dazled-the Beholders with too much Brightneſs ; they 
can no longer. hokd-up'.their:Arms, they; have read: their Deſtiny in }. 


Your Eyes. 
/— >  Gplende lg Scudo, a guiſa di Piropo , 
FE, Lace altra non e tanto lucente : _ 
; Cader in terra a lo ſplendor fu. d* vopo, 
Es # Con glt occhi abbacinati, e ſeza mente. 


And yet, Madam,” if. I could find in my ſelf the Powerto leave this]. 
Argument of your Incomparable Beauty, 1 might turnto one which - 
would equally oppreſs me with its Greatneſs. For Your conjugal : 
Virtues have delerv'd to be ſet as an Example to a leſs denegerate, 
leſs. tainted Age, They approach ſo near. to Singularity in: ours, 
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as The Ep Bulectery. 


rick-to Your Royal Highneſs, 
without a Satyr on man ; But Your Perſon is a Paradiſe, 
and Your Soul a Cherubi yt tk to guard it. If the Excellency 


of the out-fide invite the Beholders, the Majeſty of Your Mind de- 


ters them from too bold Ap roaches, and turns their Admiration 
into Religion. Moral PerfeCtions: are rais'd higher- by You in the 
Softer Sex ; as if Men were of too courſe a' Mould fox Heaven to 


-work on, and that the Image of Divinity could not be'caſt to like- 


neſs in ſo harth a Metal. Your Perſon 1s 1o admirable, that it can 


| Tearce receive Addition when it ſhall be glority'd ; and your Sou, 


which ſhines through it,. finds it. of a Subſtance ſo near her OWN, 


that ſhe will be pleas'd to paſs an ge within it, and to be confin d 
ito ſuch a Palace. : 


32 know. not how I am. hurried. back to my tortner Theme : I ought 
or ind, d to have. celebrated.'thoic Endo and Qualities - 
_ which wete. ſufficient, even without” the Graces of 


- Pan, © to. render You, as You are, the Ornament; of the 


'Court,: and: the ObjeQt-of. ondep to thires Kindoms. But all my 
Praiſes are but as a Bull-ruſh. caſt upon a Stream ; 'if they, fink not, ' 


?tis becauſe they are born up by the "rangth of the Curxent,. which 
ſupports their lightneſs ; but they are carried round. again, 20d Te- 
torn on the Eddy; whete- "they -frſtbegan./ | T'cam proceed no; farther 
than Your Beauty; and I -onthat too, I haye faid-fo little, con- 
fidering the Cronent of the SubjeQt, that, like- him- who would 
lodge a Bowl upon a Precipice, ccither my-Prails falls. back, by the 


Weakneſs-of the Delivery. or ſtays not on the Top, ;but owls over, 
and*is loſt 'on the har fide. I intendefl.:this; a:Dedicationz but 

how can I confider.:what belon inde ng my {f, when:1 have been. b 
long contemplating bn/You ! Be: pleas'd.. then; Madam, -to receive 


-thSPOEM, without intituling p much Excellency as Yours, to 


the Faults and Imperfe&ions-of ſo mean a Writer ; and inſtead of 
being favourable to gous Piece, which merits nothing, forgive the Pre- 
Tappan hen the an orangk, who i isSwith-all polfible raw cab] 
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Moſt devoted Servant, 


John Dryden, 
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To Mr. DRYDEN, on bis Pozw of 


PARA uE L 5 E. 


reive me, awful "Oy if a Muſe,. be 
Whom Artleſs Nature did for phinnes chaſe,” Apr War F 
In looſe Attire preſents her humble Thought _ - - 4 
Of this beſt Poew, that you ever. wrought, _. 
This faireſt-Labour of your teeming Brain, + 
I wou'd embrace, but not with Flatt ry ſtain ; 


Something I wou'd.to yaur-vaſt Vartue raiſe, - 


But ſcorn to dawb it-with a fulſome Praiſe; 

That wou'd but blot the Work I wou'd commend, 
And ſhew a Court-Admirer, not a Friend. | 

To the dead Bard your Fame a little owes, 

For Milton did the dnt Mine diſdoſe, : "1 
And rudely caſt: what you could-well diſpoſe: 

He rou ohly drew onan old-faſhian'd Ground, 

A Chaos; for no perfe& World was found, 

Till through the Heap your mighty Genius ſhin'd ; 
His was the Golden Ore, which you refin'd:- 
He firſt beheld the Beauteous ruſtick Maid, 

And to a Place of Strength the Prize convey'd ;- 

You took her thence, to Court this Virgin brought; | Z 


Dreſt her with Gems, new weav'd her hard-ſpun Thought, 
And ſofteſt Language, ſweeteſt Manners taught. 


. Till from a Comet ſhea Star d1d riſe, 
Not to affright, but pleaſe our wond' ring Eyes.. 


Betwixt ye both is fram'd a Nobler Piece, 

Than cer was drawn in {alyor Greece. 

Thou from his Source of Thoughts ev'n Souts doſt bring; - 

As ſmiling Gods from ſullen Saturr ſpring, 

When Night's dull Mask the Face of Heav'n does wear, 

Tis doubtful Light, but here and there a Star, = 
Whack 


Amongſt the reſt ' that guard this Eder Land.” 


Which fer Ves ; the dreadful Shadows to diſplay 
That vaniſh at the-rifing of the Day; — 
But then Bright Robes the Meadows att adorn,” 
And the World looks as it were newly born. 


So when your rSenſe. his Myſtick Reaſon Qlear'd, 


The Malancholly Scene all Gay appear'd ; 

New Light leapt up; and a new Glory mil d, 

And all ougour? was-mighty, 'all was mild. - 
Before this Palace which they Wit did build, I 
Which various Fancy did. ſo gawdy gild, : ; 
And Judgment has with ſolid Riches fill'd, 

My humbler Muſe begs ſhe may Centry ſtand, 


But there's no need, for ev'n'thy Foes conſpire” 


"Thy Praiſe ; and hating thee, thy Work admire. 


On then, O mighty” ſtof th inſpired Men, 


; Monarch of Verſe; 'new'Themes ettiploy thy Pen; es ci ; 


The Troubles of Maj eſtitk' CHA RL E'S et down, _ 
Not David rfl d more to reach a Crown. © 
Praiſe Him, as Cowley did that Hebrew King, : 
Thy Theme's as great, do thou as greatly Imp.” WES) <6 
Then thou may'ſt boldly to his Favotir rife,” 
Lok down, and the baſe Serpent's Hils deſpiſe: 3X 
From thund ring Envy fafe in Lawtet fit; 

While clam'rous Criticks their Vile Heads ſbriit, 
:Condemn'd for Treaſon at the Bar of Wit. 
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Nath. Lee. | 


\ [itieſls the Guriofit f 'boſe who coill give chew _ the trouble. 
u: of reading the ' wy POE M,:1ihink my ſelf obliged t -\ we 

+** dr them” a'Reaſon, why 1 publiſh an, OPERA which was ne- 

wer fied. Iz the firſt places. 1 ball not be-of at 94 
sbeifeſt Motive, was the Ambition which acknowlede'd in the Ep iſt 

I was defirous'to lay at the Feet of ſoBeaurijul and] ow, ent a Princeſs, 
«Work, which,1.confeſs, . mas unworthy Her, hut which T hope She will 


Dave the Goodneſs \s.t0 Tong. T: guar, ſo Cod FL itin ina Es 


which ime; 'rmer ally wrirn, ond fi i ore ther 
Cannot, ith ; <a y Ch deceas d (4 thor of Paradiſe 


ly 7d from my mean | Produflons that I et nor; 
_ Cie E ; «Dr | \. truly, Ip wldbe Ak e7 
own ſake, F at one r parns 10 c01 ity "js 'w, Ee F 
lm bo any; = of tegra, mfec ndmf 
POEMS. u ara, this Age or Nation þ. bas 
I could nor refuſe the Partigliry; of ay, gd, 0 f 
me in bis Verſes, Thape #l out rather De. een ed e442 
zo me. than. of hisdeliberate an & IT Tudgment., 
make beauti) [what be lege: Br 


bf Fe Tote > 
| Crone 4s che bh 


I doubt not 3g be mull bis Kindneſ; 5. from many | y of 0 our Conremp 
raries : For weare fallen £4 an Age of Tm and De 
rotting Pe Me . rahy thus Far. et 1c 


Inthe fir otellii 9 that nid 


TI I 


REFACE 
at the. litle + pf T; a be from which Virg himſelf flands not. ex: 


. | empted, Horace acknowledges. that honeft Homer node. ſometimes : 


He-i6-not--equally awake in-every. Line : But be Teaves it. Pl 0 48 a 
flanding M caf ure for our "FOR by 


\2=Not Ubi plura kitont in  Carttiine; pabcls// 
 Offendi,maculis, quas' aut incurin' fudit : 4 
| Aut humana parum cavit Naturg— 


nt Longimus, roho was undoubredly, after Aritorle, the eveineft 
 Gitich among. the Greeks, 1#þis twen! | ſeventh Chapter a) v4.35, bas 
nudiciouſly preferr dthe ublime Genius that ſometimes ers, tothe midling 
or indifferent one which make's feto Fanlts, bur ſeldom or never riſes toany 
Excellence... Kos, mpares the fo to.a Manof large Poſſeſhons, whohas 
der of et er Expenceswill not debaſe himſelf tothe: 
yl wula - Sus are not laid outor ſpat'd 
ON eh are  ſomeximes ſuffer dto 
Athe EN fide, be 
/ of a'mean F b WHne PO ages bis 
meet neſs h- 91.7 Rs Po kence Far, TH; 
71 4 | ae aarelty. wfhover— ranhe 78:11 Grammar, 
erſm of Barbariſm, judges to'a bair of iitle Decen- 
int A: * obat 1s not to be zoritten,” and never he- 
17 ri] 'ſo "IT as to'a plods on "deliberately. und, as 4 gfave 
Ag vre Wo fg before him: In: Jhort, be. ſets hrs Heart 
ferficl care makes bis Buſineſs ſure; that 1s, in plain 
melith, e bland, nor pats d———T could; ſaith my Author, 
mdout ſome Blemt ;ſhes in Horner; anda, perhaps, as naturally incline 4 
to be dijtu fted at a Fault as another Man. 'But a ifrer all, ro-ſpeaR'im-- 
partially, bis. Failings are ſuf, as arFon ly Marks of bumane Frailty ;they- 
ve 20 Mi akes, or rather Nezligences, 'wobich have e/cap'd bis Pen.tn 
roour of bis' writing) 'the fob 1M; y of bis Spirit carries t-with me, 


'? 


ai A 'R his eareleſe oneſs * Ard though Appollonius'his Argonautes, and 


tus bis E Y ,are more free from Errors, there 1snot any Man 
of: 7Y falſe © Fudemtm, "who would chuſerather ro have been Apollonius. 
or. Theoeritus, than Homer. WIS 
"Tis worth our confi wed alittle to examine how murh theſe H per- 
criticks of Engliſh Potrry, differ from the Opinion of the Greek andLatin. 
wdges of Antiquity, oa the Ttalians and French who have ſucceeded- 
them ; and indeed, from the gentral'Ta afte and Approbation of all Ages. 
Heraick Poetry, which they contemm, has ever beenefteent d,and ever will 
be, vhe greate] Work of Humane Nature ; ' in that rank has Ariſtotle 
Hire tt, and 1.0 inus is {0 wll of the Hoke Expreffions, that'he abun- 
ly"con Ms *Yhe others Tet; ony.” "Horace as; ainly delroer$'his. 
28" uy partiewlarly praiſes Homer-1n rhefe erſes © 


- ga Hs 4 


Trojant. 


© Trejani Belli Sexiptorems maxime Lolli, g,. |. 
Qui quid fit pulchrum, quid turpe,.q 1 d ntile,..quid *NON;'; ©: 
Plenius acmelius Chryſippo & Cr f3rhc 


ntofgedicit, + 117 
And in another plgce, modeſtly excluding himſelf from'the number of 
Poets, becauſe be only writ Odes and Satyrs, be-tells. you a Poet ts 
ſuch. an one, ' - —Cui mens Divinor atque os, 114» 
Marys 5. 21 RATON. 15 3 ont if, - iS 


-' Quotations are ſuperfinous in aneflabliſh'd Truth,otherwiſe I cod 
 reokon np amongſt the Mederns, all the Italian Commentators on-Ati- 
the French, the greateſt in this Age, 


ſtotle's Book of Poetry , amongſ xer 
Boileau and Rapin ; the latter of which zs. alone ſufficient, were all 
other Criticks loſt,” to teach anew..the Rules of Writing. Any Man 
*zoho will ſeriouſly conſider the Nature of an Epick Poem, how zt agrees 


_ 
- 
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withthbat-of Poetry in general, which'ss to inſtrud and to delight, what 
 Attions it deſcribes, and what Perſons they are chiefly whom it informs, 
will find 't a 'Work which andeed is fall difficulty inthe attempt, but 
 edmirable when "tis well perform'd. I write not this with the leaſt in- 
tention to undervalue the other parts of Poetry ; for Comedy is:both 
excellently inſtruttroe, and extreamly pleaſant : Satyr laſhes Vice in- 
to Reformation, and: Humour repreſents Folly ſo 1as to render if rid 
' culojes.” "Many of- our preſent Writers'are emment 1n both theſe kinds, 
and particularly the Author of the Plain-Dealer, whom I am proud to 
call my'Friend, has oblig d-all boneſt and'virtuous Men, by one of the 
moſt bold, moſt gentral, and moſt uſeful Satyrs which Has ever beer 
preſented on the Enghfh Theatre. I do not diſpute the. preference of 
Tragedy; let every Man Hr ne tafte ; but "tis unjuſt that they who 
have not the leaſt-noton -of \teroick writmg; ſhould therefore condemn 

the pleaſure which others"recerve_ from: nt. becauſe they cannat com- 
prebend it. | Let them pleaſe their Appetites in eating what- they like, 

but let them not force their Diſh on all the Table. They who would 
combat generl Authority with particular Opinion, muſt. firſk eſtabliſh 
themſelves a Reputation of underflanding. better than other Men; Are 
all the Flights of Heroick Poetry to be concluded bombaſt, unnatural, 

and meer madneſs, becauſe they are not affefted with their Excellen- 

cies; * Is juſt asreaſonable as to conclude there isno Day, becauſe a blind 

Man cannot diſtinguiſh of Light and Colours, ought they not rather in 
modeſty. to doubt Mie own Judements,oben they think this or thatEx- 
preſpon in Homer, Virgil, Taflo, or Milton's Paradiſe to be too far 
firam'd, than poſitroely to conclude, that *tis all Euſtian and meer Non: 

ſenſe * "Tis true, there are limits to be ſet betwrxt the boldneſs and _. + 
raſhneſs of a Poet, but he muſt underſtand thoſe limits who pretends to © 
Judge, as well as he who undertakes (o write; and be whohas no liking 


tothe whole, ought in reaſon to be i 4s from cenſuring of the Ports. 


. 


He muſt, be a Lawyer before be mounts the Ti 
ature of one Court too, does' not" qualifie « Man to: prefide'm another. 
He may be vt excellent Pleader in the Chancery, who 7s not fit to rule 
the Common Pleas. *Bur 1 will-preſieme for onte 10 tell then, that 
the boldeft ſtrokes of Poetry, when they are managed Artfully, are thoſe 
'zobjcb-moſt delight the Reader.” ooo oo oo 
_ - Virgil and Horace, the ſevereft Writers of the ſevereft: Age; have 
made frequent uſe of the hardefti M Wee, -and- of the flrongeſt Hy- 
op es : And in this caſe the beſt Aathorny 7s the beſt Argument. 
_ For generally to have pleas d, through all Ages, muſt bear the force of 
Unroerſal Tradition. And if you _ (64 rom. thence to:Right 
'Reaſon, you will gain no more by /zt-1n\effed, than firſt. to ſet up your 
Reaſon againſt thoſe Authors, and ſecondly, againſt all thoſe who have 
\ edmir'd them. Tow muſt. prove why that. ought not: to have pleas d, 
' which'has pleas'd the moſt Learned,” andthe moſt Fudicious + | And 10 
be thought knowing, you muſt firſt pu 
'you can ener more deeply thai! 


you may be heard: B 


Va 


bat 


heightnings and ſhadaws-are.in-Paint- 
" and cauſe it to-ftand off to fight. 
clogues. 4nd ſpea- 
noQe natat ſerus freta, quem: ſuper, ingens 
ar Cee; & ſcopulis illifa- reclamant 
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i hoih of theſe you ſee” be ſpars not to give Voice and Ihought to 
ASH ad Wil. 
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x Will 
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And we,. methought,.1 
Where tbe the 1woWordsSe 


-. -Jlla yel intaQa: ſeen 
- -,  Gramina, nec:teneras 
. . Ferret iter, celetes nec tin 
\ Tow arc not oblig'd,as in Hiftor 
but you are pleas d withthe'h 
© Tet \even«1n. Hiſtory, Lc 
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7y,t0 a literal Belief of mbat the Poet ſays: 
age, withour\beimg couzen d by the Fiftion. 
1 \even- 07, Longinus quotes Herodotus or: this\occaſfon of 
Hyperboles.” « The-Lacedemonians, /eys be, at rhe:$rraits of Thermo- 
pylz, defended'themſetves 10 the-loft Extremity. and when their Arms 
4:l*'d them, fought it out with ther Nails and Teeth, till at length ( the 
Pertians ſhooting continually upon them.) they lay buried under the Ar- 
xows of their Enemies.+It 1s.n0t. reaſonable ( continues the Critick ) to 
believe that Men could defendtrbemſelves withtheir Nails and Teethfrom 
on armed multitudes nor-that they lay buried under ia Pile of Darts and * 
\Arrows 2nd yer therewants net probatulity for the Figures becauſe the © 
Hyperbole ſeems not to havebeen made for the ſake of. the Deſcription, 
but rather to have been produc'd from the occaſion. © 
13s true, *F boldneſs of. the Eigures: are to be hidden ſometimes by. 
the addreſs of the Poet, that they may wark their..Effett wpon the Mind, . 
without aifeovering the Art. which caus'd it. | And therfore they are 
prmcipally to be us'd in Paſſion, when we'ſpeak more wirmily;iant with” 
more precipitat:onihan at other times : For then, Si vis me flere, dolen-. 
dumeſt primum ipſitibi; zbe Poet maft-put on the Paſſion beendeavours | 
toreprejent. A Man inſuch an occaſion is not cool enough, either to reaſon - 
rightly, or to talk calmly. - Aggravations are thenin digns pra Places, . 


Interrogations, Exclamations, Hyperbata, or a diſorder'd connexion. of - 


Diſcourſe, are gracefulthere, becauſe they are Natural. The ſum of all © 
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ofExprefſon is tbr 


rſcxetion which is 


ey only of 


| | T e I Fo0m. to do it here; only FI, general 
IT will fay, That nothing can appear more beautiful to me, than the 
.* Strength of thoſe Images which they condemn. oo 
Imaging is, mn it ſelf, the very beightb'and tife of Poetry. *Tis, as 
Longinug deſcribes 17, a Diſcourſe, which by a Rind of Enthufiaſm, or 
extraordinary emotion 'of the Soul, makes it ſeem to us that 'we behold. 
thoſe things which the Poet paints, ſo as to be pleas'd with them, and 


to admire "em. PL "* EO. OT? ng Ws | 
Tf Poetry be Imitation, that part of it' muſt needs be beſt, which de- 
Jeribes moſt lievly our Aﬀtions': nd Paſons; der {Virtues andour Vices, 
our Follies and our Humours, \for neutber 14 Comedy without its part 
of Imaging ;, and'they who do 1t beſt, are certainly the moſt excellent 
anther kind, This 1s too plainly prov'dto be denied. But how are Po-' 
etical Filltions,. how are Hippocentaurs* und Chimera's, or how are An- 
gels and Immaterial Swubftances to. be amagied ; which; JO, 
are things quite: out of Nature ,. others, fuch whereof we-can'bave no 
 mnolgon's+ This ix the laſt refuge of our Adverſaries, and more than a- 
ay. of them bave yet had the wit to objeth againſt us.” The Anſmer is 
.eqfte to the firſt part of '1t. he Fiffion of ſome beings which axe 710t 
in Nature. (ſecond:Notions as: the Logecians call them) bas been fozun- 
ded on the conjunttion of two: Nutures; which have a real ſeparate Be- 
277g. - So Hippocentaurs were imag*d by. joymng the Natures of a Man 
and" Horſe. together ; as Lucretius te/lpws, who-bas uſed this word of 
Image oftner-than any of the Poets. DIY n+ 5 OTE: 


., . Namcerte ex vivo, Centauri non fit Imago, 
 Nulla fuitquoniam talis narura-animal : 
Verum ubi equi atque hominis,” caula convenit Imago, ' 
. + Hzreſcitfacile extemplo, &c. \ 4; nb 


'- The ſame reaſon may alſo be alledged for Chimzra's and the reſt. 
nd Poets maybe atlow'd the like Liberty, for deſcribing things which - 
really exiſt not, if they are founded on popular Belief ; Of this Nature 
ore Farres, Pigmnes, and the extraordinary E fefr of Magick : For "tis. 
flill an ws of other Mens Fancies, andihas are Shakeſpear's 


, his mer Nights Dreaw, and Ben, Johnſon's her? 


. % 


- 


' the Eyes of the Re: 
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of Witches, to be, defi 


And wanton," in full eaſe now live at large. 0 
Unguarded leaye the Paſſes bf the Sky y | * - wy 
. And all diflolv'd:in Hallehyah's lie. © 2 2h le 
I have heard. ( ſays one. of them ) of Anchoves Dk in-Sauce, 
but never of an Angel: in Hallel ; 
will pardon. # new Word) 


. _—_— TY # %/ + ” £ 


| Jew d-Virgit too, from 
-yinoq; 'Tepultam:. 


Bleſſing.” Hom eafie *tas to turn intoridicule the beſt Deſcriptions, when- 
once. 4. Man 3s in, the bumour.of laughing, till be wheezes- at his oton 
dull Feſt! But an, Image. which is ſtrongly and beautifully. ſet before: 
adery will ſtill be. Poetry when the merry Fit is over ;. 
and. laſt when the-ather-s forgotten; ou 
F promis'd 19. ſay ſomewhat- of Poetick Licence, but bave 'in part 
anticipated” my Diſcourſe already. Poetick Licence, T rake to be the - 
Liberty-which Poets have afſumd to themſelves in all Ages, of ſpeaſt- 
ang things inVerſe, which are beyond the ſeverity of Proſe. *Tis- that: 
particular charatter, which diftinginſhes. and ſets the bounds betwixt- 
 Oratio ſoluta and Poetry. This, as.to what regards the Thought, or - 
| Imagination of a Poet ,, conſiſts 1n"Fittion, but 'then thoſe Thoughts 
muſt:'be expreſs d; and here ariſe two other branebes of it : For if this . 
Licence be included in a ſingle word, it admits of Tropes , if in a Sep-+ . 
tence or: Propoſition, of Figures : Both which are of ® much larger ex- 
| rent, and more forcibly to be usg in Verſe than Proſe. \This'1s that : 
Birth-right which 1s deriv'd t0 us from' oper" grettt" Fore-fathers. 'gven : 
from Homer down to Ben.. And they who would deny it to us, . have, .. 
. in plain terms, the Foxes Quatrel to the Grapes, they cannot reath it. . 


pn Wo) 
1 - 


_ How for theſe 3b SP» are robo extended I willnot efunt ro deter- 
- wine here, ſince Horace does nor." Bur it is certain; that they arc to be 
varied according. to the Language "ud Age in which an" Author writes. 
That. which would be allowd fo 8! Grecian Poer,Marrtial 2e/ls you, would 
not be lat Herd ina And" tis eOIdent, that the pf does more 
y bor Ee eſs: of the latrer ij #þ, 


——_ audendi agus? | s | Sha | Y ' po 
.Sed non, ut ct cocant i amitia, 


He would wy v1 Poen of a1 TER . #ot tv bes Mone hinge) "1 ind 

reſtreinen ſofar, that thoughts of an unlike Neture, 
ought not. to be jad togeth er. LÞ; a were ind; ed to'make a Chaos. He 
2a 'd not Homer. the Drome Virgil, for imereffing their Gods #n the - 


Wars of T ann Gr oh, bad he nor li dywouldbe bave tax'd 
1 


Mio, Jl Gros hve rears df br Cie 9 fs 
ernatural | & mouldhave blaw d my Author, who was s 
. Poems He: pi nh ries, as 'Taflo z5- 

nd as Camo ns, the Author 


{La and Chriſt ; into the be ene Adventare 7; | 7 Rube. | From that 


has been ſoften attempted, and. ever yn ſuc ty; 
only this, That it is a Propriety af Tho nd'W 
Terms, Thoughts and Words e antl jo 5p fo the Sabie. gr our 
Criticks will joyn ifſuo on this Defiaition,that toe may convenirein aliquo 
tertio; if they will take-it as a granted Principle, *rxwill be eaſie to. put 
"en end to theb Diſpute. No Fr will diſagree from another's Fudgment.,. 
concerning this Die oo of f, Siler: in Heroick Poetry; but all reaſonable 
y;that fublimeſt Subjeits ought to be adorid 


with the fub | imeſt, and ( * conſe went ly often ) with-the mo wo figurative 
_* Expr effions.. In Io mean tome, + "rod! not run into their fault of 11mpo- 
* fing my Opimons on other Men, any.more than J would my Writings 
on their Taſte : 1 bave: on ! Laid down, and that. ſuperficially enough, 
my preſent Thoughts ;. and ſhall be eladto be F008 ns 9 thoſe 
who pretend to reform.0 our -POerry. 
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The beſt Scene repre Yor P 2 


- for ſome time; then 


State of INNOCENCE: 
AND | 
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FaLhl 08,07 " afue'd Maſs if Matter; the 
olly darke-A Symphony of Warlike muſick is heard 
OM the Heav'ns ( which are open'd, ) fall the x1 
bellious- Angels, wheeling in the Air, and ſeeming transfix' d with 


Stqge 1s almoſt [1 


' Thunderbolts. The bottom' of the. Stairs being oper'd, recerves the 


Angels, who fall out of fight. Tunes of Vittory are plaid, and an 


Hymn ſung, Angels diſcovered above brandiſhing their words : The 
Muſick ceaſing, and the Heavens being cloſed, the Scene ſhifts, and 
- 0n a ſudden rept 
. ſtone, or rowling. 


efents Hell. Part of theScene 7s a Lake of Brim. 
Ire ,the E arth of a burnt Colour. The fallen An- 


gels appear .0n the Lake, . Ding IT. a Tune a Horrour and 
Lamentation # heard. 


quid Burni 
& al the.fad * Tenn of Hell, 6 


; Lucifer raiin þ 
Sthisl he Seat out Gucrom has given? > 
And this the Climate we muſt change for Heaven > 


Theſe Regions and theſe Realms my Wars have 
"This monrnful Empire'is the loſer 5 Lot $2 Wy” 


PS, OT ON to dwell, 


But he the Vitter ha recall from _ 
TW Ay cuging ſtorms, his Miniſters of War: 

His Hog are Tent, and his tir Thunders ſleep, 

Nor longer bellow through the boundleſs deep. 

Beſt ke th* occaſion, on Tek Waves forſake, 

While time is given. Ho, Aſmoday, awake, 
; If thor art he : But, Fy | how chang'd om. him, 
©  Companionof thy Arms ! how wan ! how dim! ' 
How faded all thy Glories are! 1 ſee 
My {elf too well, and mine own Change in thee:- 


| =” | moday. Prince of the T aones, who in the fields of Light, 
= Led forth the imbatteY'd Berighims to fight, 
| [_' Who ſhook th" Power of Heay'ns eternal State, 


Had broke it too, if not ophely by Fate ; 
, But now thoſe hopes are fled Th 


' Shut from this day, and that content 4 Skie's , 


1 | And loſt, as far as heav'nly Foot candie ;-- 
| Yet not all periſh'd, we detie him. {}; is t- 
= And yet wagy War with our” "nonquerd. Will 
| Lucif. Strength may return; 
Fe Already of thy Virtue 
Ky Fa thy voice. © * 


Lycif. ——————S$ee on the; Lake 
Our Troops, like ſeater leaves in Autumn, lie; 
4 let us raiſe our ſelyes, and Kek the ay, 
Perhaps more ws ws os i, 0M 
MI by well TEAR. voic the ſleepins Gods we'll reach. 4 
And wake th* immortal Senſe, which Fhunder' S. Noiſe «3 
Had quell'd, and lightning F op, had driven with 
_ 7 With Wings mgs expanded wile our Shrh mill. rear, 
And fly incumbent on the dusky Afr "FE": 
Hell, by new Lord. receive, 


Heavy” n cannot envy me an Empire here. 


[Both fly to dry Lattd. 
Afm. Thus far we- have prevaild ; if that be gain 

Which is but change of Place 1 not' change « of pain. 
_ —_— | Now ſummon we the reſt.. ks 
' = | Lucif. Dominions, Pow'ts, \ ye Chicks of Heav'n's wright Hoſt. j 
|  O Heaven's, once yours ; but now, in battle loſt) 1 
We v ſake from your flumbess : Are your Beds of down : ; 

Sleep you ſo ealie there 7 or fear the frown « . 
Uf him who threw you thence, a Joys to ke it's re | W 
\ Your abjett £ State confeſs his Victory = 'S 'l 
: | Riſe, rite, &er from his barks A view : ED | 
| Your proitars poſtures, and his bolts renew, 
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The higheſt place; t attempt-2 


| Th' ignable Crowd of Vulgar 
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To ſtrike you deeper FROags 
Aſm. ——— ———— [hey wake, + hear, 
Shake of oo flumber an a their fear 3 3 
And only for th' nm 
Lucif. Riſe Ser the Flood, . and higher wing our way. xy 
Mol. From the Lake. Thine to Command, our part 'tis to obey. 
[The reſt of the Devils A 
4.9. up, and flyto the Land. 
Lucif, So now we are our ſelves 288, an Hoſt 
Fit to tempt Fate, once more, for what we loſt. 
T oerleap the Etherial Fence; or.if ſo! 
We cannotclimb, to undermine his 4 


Andblow him up, who juſtly uſtly rules us now, 1 
Becauſe more ſtrong uld he-be toxc'd to bow, - 


i 


ot to win 
ol, Chang'd as we ate, we 'er. et from Homage free; ; 
We have, by Hell, at leaſt gai 41 


The Right were os Kurie :;** Tis. 


That's worth our fall; thus low tho? . we are driven, \ 


Better totule in Hell, than ſerve .in Heaven. . '- / 
Lucif. There ſpoke the better half of -; ord 
Aſm. 'Tisfit in frequent ſenatewe conterr, - 

And then qnarminet how to Stet 


To.wage new War b Fraud, or d, or open ; {ig 
The Doom's now vaſt; Su bmifſfion were in vain. 


Mol. And, were bt ye ie I diſdain. 
I would not ſtoop #0 purchaſe all-above ; 
And ſhould contemn a” pow'r. whom Pray't could move, 
As one rats” to have conquer'd me. . 

Beelzebub. Moloeh,in that,- all are reſolv'd like thee, 


The means are unpropos d; bit *tis not fit | 


Our dark Drvan in publick.” view ſhould fit, - 
Or what we plat againftthe F- wararenh 


Lacif. A golden Palace Tet be'raigd on high ; "Y 
To imitate? No, to out ſhine the! By Le -:- 

All Mines are ours, and Gold above the reft ; 
Let this be done, and "_ as *twas 6x 


5 14 Palace riſes, where fir 
et, Lucifer,, Almoda 
liak, Beelzebub, and'S 
Moſt high un miz ords, who better fell 


From Heayn to rife Rate, Near of Hell; 
Nor yet repent tho' ruin and undone; 


Our upper Provinces already won, == 
- Such. pride there is in Souls created tree, 
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4 The + Staref Inno ence; ; "and. 
Speak, (for we therefore mect)——— 
It peace you chuſe, your Suffrages declare ; 


Or means propound. to canyon the War. w-57 Ab 3 
Mol. My ſentence is for ar; that open too: 
- Unskill'd in Stratagems, plain force I know : fs 
Treaties are yain'to Loſers: Nor would we, | bf 
- Should Heay'n grant peace ſubmit to Soy” raignty.. / 
We can no caution give, we. will adore; + 
And he above is warn'd to truſt no more. 
What then remains but batt 6! 
Sathan, I agree, 
| With this brave Vote; and if in Hel there be 
Ten more ſuch 5 irits, Heav'n's our own again : : 
We venture nothin - and may all obt in. - 
Yet who can hope ut well, fince &en'Suc 
3 Makes Foes ſecure, and makes-our danger leſs, 
== Seraph and Cherub careleſs of their GRUES, 
= And wanton in full eaſe, now live at Lge... 
Logan leave the Pals of the Sky; 


Mol. Grant that our: hazatdous Attempt ptov'd vain ; 
We feel the worſt, ſecurd from, greater ak : : 
Perhaps we my provoke the; conqu "ring F hi” 1 Þ 
To make us nothing z, yet ev'n then We know : 
That not to be, is not: to be in woe. 7, © 16h 
Bell. That knowledge which as Spirits we: obtain, 4 
Is to be valu'd in the midſt of Palit ot! nt ; 
Annihilation were to/loſe Heay'n:more © nn 9 b 
We arenot quite exiFd, where Thought can four. + E _ 
Then ceaſe from Artns:; 4; Wo 
T by i him- not farther to purſue his blow; $ 407 I 
content to bear thoſe Pains .we know. - 
If what we-had we could not keep, . Suck lels,. 
Can we regain what thoſe above: ; 
Beelzeb. Heay'n ſleepsnot ; traſy: one wink a Breach would bet 
In the full Circle of Eternity. Wn 
Long Pains, with uſe of bearing Are half eas ; | 
Heav'n unproyok'd, at length” may be appeagd. 
By:War.we can't eſcape our wretched Lot; . 
And may, Perhaps, not warring befor ot. : Sake 
Afſm. "Could we.repent, or did not Heay'n ſ know: 
Rebellion once forgiv'n, would greater grow. 
I ſhould, with. Be/ra/, chuſe ignoble eaſe,” +. 
But neither would the Conquerour give Peace,” 
Ner yet ſoloſt inthis low State we are, 
As to wag of "ou mage War:. 


 *» 


- _— + IJ 
* CRE SN 
—_— ty” 


7. FS {45 


As neareſt Heav'n, lies 


Some one { but who-that task"dares undertake 2) ©. 
_ Of this new Greature muſt diſcoy'ry make. 


Muſt wandes through old*night, and prone. the. War. 


That am is mine, which none. ſh: 


\ Kings are. not. made for eaſe, Ke Pageant ſhow.” hs - 
Who would be Conquerour muſt venture all : 
He merits not to iſe who dares not fall. . 
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Nor need we tempt thoſe ts which Ar als keep, 
Who fear no force, or chi | from the deep. 
What if we find ſome eaſier enterprize ? 
There is a Place, if ancient Prophecies  - 
And Fame of Heav'n not err, the bleſt abode 
Of ſome new Race, calld Man, a Demi-God, ©, 
Whom, near this time, th A mighty muſt create ; 
He ſivore it, ſhook the Heay' ns, and made it Fate. 
Lucif. I} EIS eve Heay'n the rumour ran, 
And much t they talk of this intended 2 


Than we, endu fi with Ran lode'd in Senſe : 
The Soul pure Fire, like ours of equal force , 

But, pent in Fleſh, muſt ifſue by Diſcourſe. . 
We ite what is ; to Man truth muſt be brought * | A 
BY Toke and drawn by a-long Chain of Thought: ,* 
By that faint Light to will and under and 3 
For made leſs knowing, he's at more 
Aſm. Tho Heay'n, be ſhar, that World if i it te made, 
open to, invade : 
Man therefore muſt be knoyen, his Strength'1 

And by what Tenure-he holds all of Fate.” 
Him Jet us then dung Xr.overthre 
The firſt is eaſieſt ; and\makes He 
Adviſez/if this ater be-worth' 


Belial. Great ist ON 7, great the hazards are. 


Hell's Brazen Gates he firſt muſt-break, then far 


Of antique Chaos ;-and- when theſe are pa 

Meet Heav'n's onut- guards, who ſcout. upon the waſt: 

At every Station muſt be: bid; to'ſtand., 

And lore to anſiver every. frrict demand. 5s, _ 
Mol. This pk Enterprize- 5 [R/ing #uÞ 
Lacif. — Raſh Angel! ftay ; WE 

[Rif ngand] laying his Sceptre 07 Moloct!s head... "0 

take away. l 

Hot Braves like thee, may fight ; but know not well 

To manage thi the laſt great Stake of Hell. 

Why-am1] rank'd.in State above the reſt,. 

If, while I ſtand of Sovezeign;Power polleft;. © 

Another dates in danger farther go? bp 


7% The'pr QA 
.  Lacif, On this FOO on ola my Throne : 
Through Brazen Gates, vaſt Chaos, Ub old Night, 
Tl foree my way ; and upwards fiver my ey 
Diſcover this new World, and newer Man ; | 
Make him my Foot-ſtep to mount Heay'n again Ive 
' Then, in the Clemency of upward Air, * 
We'll ſeour our ſpots, an the dire þ 1 hunders far, 
With all the Remnanis of thy unlnel | 
And once again grow bright; 'and once again gfow tai.” 
Aſm. Mean time the Youth"oF Hell firict guard may keep. 
And. ſt their Centries to the utmoſt tees.” 
That no Etherial Parafite may. come - 
To ſpie our Ills, and tell glad Tales at home. 
Licif. Before yon" BrimſtoneLake thrice ebb.and flow, 
Toe thatwe rouſt meaſure titne by, Woe!) 1 
_ Iſhall return; (my mind preſages we 1 Þ 
And outward lead og CO of Hell. 
Your care | aan 4 app It time 


anger Taker beall | your oven. 


Betwixt the 6 AW, and the ſecond,” while 3 be Chief fit in the Pa- 
lace, may be expreſſed the Sports of the Devih 3.05 Lge ah arg. Dan- 


Condition what they. 67 riod 9. and boy y bravely 3 | 
their valor and, fy ey aivuld | 


ze. having de farvedV; 
have done, if ens had. conquers 
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Adi as neal Wz laid on a ; Bed dof Moſs and Hloners, 


by 4 Rock => 
| | wn [Rifeng. 
Adam Hat am1T ? Or Gom wits) > for tar I am, > 
I know, becauſe I think; but whence I came, 


Or how this ads of mine beta 10. be. «oe; RY 2 
has ener OG CGR JEU Hy hs ee R Calea 


—— 


© >.Whom as my Spring of being I adore. 19S Fw: 


Tk " 1 1hew ks) | - 
Tho' nowl am, I was not always fo, ©- 
Then that from which 1 was muſt be before, 


How full of Ornament is all I veiw, 
In all its Parts ! and ſeems as beautiful as new: 
O zoodly orderd Work ! O Pow'r Divine, * 


Of thee lam ; and _ lam is $ thine! | Es 
aphact Ye WW to Adam j ina Cond. 


| Whok Sith Loind an ks kind/contain, 

Well haſt thou reaſon'd ; of himfelf | 

But that Eternal Li and*One, 
Who never did begin, , who ; 

On him all beings, 


Man next ; *"whoſe Race exal Bs | - | 
The Flace of thoſe, Ns. 3 . a; ;.k 2 


if ſuch could fall from FO cds es athl faw, Ko” 
By near Adnuffion, their: Creator S Law; 

What hopes have I, fromHeay'n rembrs 
To keep thoſe Laws anknowl ; w 


Tr nba, HK ok T " FFI 
his teaches to-adote Heay? ] 
In aces x Praiſe:do all = 78 Bo 
| So doing, thou and all thy Race are bleſt.. 

Adam. Of eyery © > and Beaſt, 
I ſee the Kipds 3.30 By 


Thou nam'dſt a Ry Phickh Tt proceed oi: me, ) Ts 
Yet my whole ſpecies in my lf ſee: 3 | 

A barren Sex, and lingle, of no-ule ; "I | 

But full of Forms, hich T can ne *r produce. 
 Ruphael. Think not the Pow'r who made thee thus can find. 

vay like their's to propagate thy Kind, 


' Mean time. live happy in'thy ſelf alone ; : I 
Like him. who, fingle. fills thi Nhealet Throne, | mY 


To ſtudy Nature wilt thy time em 
_ Knowledge and Innocence. are A OY. 

Adam.” If Solitude are beſt, th' All-wiſe above 
Had made no Creature for himſelf to.love. 
{ add not to the Pow'r he had before; | 


Yet to make ms, extends his Goodneſs more. 
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p, heel As Man Ni: Ang Jet 
. So\att Inferiour Creatures are to thee. - 
Heav'n's greatneſs no Society can bear ; _ 
Servants he made, and thoſe thow want ſt not here. 
Adam. Wh did he Reaſon in my-Soul 1 imp ant,- 

ch ty eftect of Real on > To the My _—_—_— | 
on. to,the brute. bp 4 BW - 


470" 0 


Society more Ble ef lir 


To them, the Slaves, than Power to-me their King | & 
Raphael. Thus far to iry 0 & z.but, to eaves, "vas hows: 

ir rt be den I. : Me” 

An equal, et thy Subjedt, is deſign'd. . | 
Thy ſtrongerSoul ſhall bl Re: Ie x _ = y 
And thou, ro Love, | - Mabe ty-ſhalt obey : .. __ 4 
Than this : and monty Heavens pri Gare; ".. 

Not fram'd of commonFarth;nor. Fruits, nor Flowers - 

Of Vulgar Growth ; "but like © F Owe BS. . | 

The Soll luxuriant, and the Prone D | vi _ $4. 

Where golden Apples on green Branek es ſhiny” OR, 

And Purple Grapes diflolve into immortal Wine, - os 

For Noon-days heat are cloſer fre php 7 OO OE Woe 

And for freſh Ev ning Air, the ops ner Blas 1 f, 

Aſcend : and, as .we go, |. \ . 


More wonders thou ih =#. 
Adam. And, as, we 0Y He n 190) | 
Sound our great Maker's Pow'r, of greater LT 8 = 
- [hey aſcend! 70, oft Mwjick, and a Jore ' is ſung: + / 


The Scene changes; andrepp eſems = MY 4 Stn Gloriou } | rifing, and 
moving orbicularh 1: At a diftance, below," is the Moon = Bark re 
the Sun enlightned; the oi her dark... black Cloud comes. eo; 
from the adverſe part of the H, eavens, bearing Li ci 
nearer approach, the, Body of the Sun 1s dark ned.” 


Lucifer. Am I become fo monſtrous? So aisfigur'd, Wow ns 
That Nature cannot ſuffer my Approach, 

Or look me in the Face ? But ſtands agaſt; 

And that fair Light which glides this Sw ks On, 


o & 
= - 
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_ FALL of MAN 
Shorn of his Beams, ſhrinks in, accurſt Ambition ! 
And thou, black Empire of the nether World, 
How dearly have I bought you! but ?tis paſt: 
I have already gone too far to ſtop, _ 
And muſt puth on my dire revenge, in ruine 
Of this gay Frame, and Man my up-ſtart Rival ; 
In ſcorn of me created. Down my Pride, 
And all my ſwelling thoughts ; I muſt forget, 
A while, 1 am a Devil, and put on 
A ſmooth, ſubmiſhve Face , elſe I, in vain 
Have paſt through Nigth and Chaos, to diſcover 
Thoſe envy'd Skies again, which I have loft. 
But-ſtay ; far oft, I ſee a Chariot driv'n, 
Flaming with Beams, and in it U7ze/, 
One of the Seven; (1 know his hated Face ) 
Who ſtands in preſence of th' Eternal. Throne, 
And kems the Regent of that glorious Light. 


From that part of the Heavens, where the Sun appears, a Chariot is 
diſcovered, drawn with White Horſes , and init Uriel, the Regent of 
the Sun, The Chariot moves ſwiftly towards Lucifer ; and at U- 
riet's approach, the Sun recovers his Light. 


Url. Spirit, who art thou ? and from whence arriv'd ? 

(For 1 remember not thy Face in Heav'n ) 

Or by Command, or hither led by Choice, 

Or wander't thou within this lucid Orb, 

And ſtray'd from thoſe fair Fields of Light above, 
Amidſt this new Creation wantt a Guide, 

To reconduQt thy Steps ?- 

Lucif, —————— right Ur, 

Chief of the Seven, thou flaming Miniſter, 

Who guard'ſt this new-created Orb of Light, 

( The World's Eye that, and thou the Eye of it ) 
Thy Favour, and high Office, make thee known: 
An humble Cherub 1, and of leſs Note, 

Yet, bold, by.thy Permiſhon, hither come, 

On high Diſcoveries bent. 

 Uniel, ———m— ——ak thy deli. 

Lycif. Urg'd by Renown of what I heard above, 
Divulg'd by Angels neareſt Heav'n's high King, 
Concerning this new World, I came to view 
(If worthy ſuch a Favour )' and admire 
This laſt effeQ of our great Maker's Power : 
Thence, to my wond'ring Fellows ſhall I turn. 

Full fraught with Joyful Tydings of on Works, 
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New matter of his Praife, and of our Songs. 
Urel. Thy buſineſs is not what deſerves my blame, 
Nor thou, thy ſelf, unwelcome ; ſee, fair Spirit, | 
Below yon” Sphere, ( of matter not*unlike it, ) 
There hangs the Ball of Earth and Water mixt, 
Seli-center'd, and unmoy'd. | 
Lucif, ——— —— — But where dwells Man ? 
Urtel. On yonder mount ; thou ſeeſt it tenc'd with Rocks, 
And round th* Aſcent a Theatre of Trees, 
A Sylvane Scene, which rifing by degrees, 
Lifts up the Eye below. nor gluts the Sight, 
With one full proſpeQ, but invites by many, 
To view at laſt-the whole : There his abode. 
Thither dire&t thy Flight. 
 Luccif, ——————O bleſt be thou, 
Who, to my low Converſe, has lent thy Ear, 
Apd favour'd my requeſt : Hail, and farewel. | | 
[ Eles downwards out of ſight. 
Uriel. Not unobſery'd thou go'ſt, whoeer thou art ; 
| Wherher ſome Spirit, on holy Purpoſe bent, £ 
Or ſome falln Angel, from below broke loofe, 
Who .com'ſt with envious Eyes, and curſt Intent, 
To view this World, and its created Lord : 
Here will I watch, and while my Orb rouls on, 
Purſue from hence thy much-fuſpeQed Flight ; 
And, if diſguis'd, pierce —_ the Beams of Light. 
[ The Chariot-arroes forward out of ſight. 


The Scene Paradiſe. 


Treescut out one each ſide, with ſeveral Fruits upon them: A Foun- 
tain inthe midft : At the far end, the Proſped terminates in Walks. 


Adam. If this be dreaming, tet me never wake ; 
But ſtill the Joys of that ſweer ſleep partake, 
Methought—— but why I do I my bliis delay 
| By thinking what I thought ? Fair Viſton, ſtay; * _ 
0 | My better half, thou ſofter part of me 


To whom I yield my boaſted Sov'raignty, 


| ſeek my elf, and find not, wanting thee. - [ Exit. 


Enter Eve. 


Eve. Tell me, ye Hills and Dales, and thou fair Sun, 
Who ſhin'ſt above, what am 1? Whence begun ? _ 
: 3s Ike 


Like my RI, 1 ſee nothing: From each Tree 
The feather'd Kind peep down, to look on'me. 
And Beaſts, with up-calt 5p forſake their ſhade, 

- And gaze, as if 1 were to be obey'd. 

Sure I am ſomewhat which they wiſh to be, 

And cannot : I my ielf am proud of me. i 

What's here another Firmament below, | Looks into a Fountary, 

Spread wide, and other Trees that downward grow ; 

And now a Face peeps up, and now draws near, 

With ſmiling Looks, as pleas'd to ſee me here. . 

As I advance, ſo that advances too, Sy 

And ſeems to imitate whate'er I do : 

When I begin to ſpeak, the Lips it moves, 

| Streams down the Voice, as it would fay it loves. 


: Yet when I would embrace, it will not ſtay : | Steps down to embraces 


Loſt, cer tis held ; when neareſt, far away. 
Ahf Fair, yet falſe ; Ah ! Being form'd to cheat, 
By ſeeming kindneſs, mixt with deep Deceit. 


Enter Adam. 


Adam. O Virgin ! Heav'n begot and born of Man, 
Thou faireſt of thy great Creator's Works ; 

Thee, Goddeſs, thee th Eternal did ordain 

His ſofter ſubſtitute on Earth to Reign:: | 

And whereſoe'er thy happy Foot-ſteps tread, 

Nature in Triumph after thee is led : 
Angels with pleaſure view thy matchleſs Grace, 

And love their Makers Image in thy Face. 

Eve. O! only like my ſelf, (for nothing here 

So graceful ſo Majeltick does _ * 

Art thou the Form my longing Eyes did ſee, 

Loogd from thy Fountain and come out to me ! 

Yer, ſure thou art not ; nor thy Face the ſame 

Nor thy Limbs moulded in ſo ſoft a frame : 

Thou look*ſt more ſternly, doſt more ſtrongly move ; 
And more of Awe thou beareſt, and leſs of oVe. 
Yet pleas'd | hear thee, and above the reſt, 

I, next my ſl admire, and love they beſt. 

Adam. Made to command, thus freely I obey, 
And at thy Feet theawhole Creation lay. 
Pity that Loye thy beauty does beget : 

What more I ſhall deſire, I know not yet; 
Firſt let us lock'd in thoſe Embraces be , 
Thence I, perhaps, may teach my {ef and theg 
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The State of Innecence, and © 


Eve. Somewhat forbids me, which I cannot name ; 
For ignorant of Guilt, I fear not Shame: 


But ſome arr; hought, I know not why, 
7 & 


Tells me up long ſhould beg,. I long deny. 
Adam. In vain! my Right to thee is ſeal'd above; 


Look round, and ſee where thou canſt place thy Love. 
All Creatures elſe are much unworthy Thee ; 
They match'd, and thou alone are left for Me. 
If not to Love, wwe both were made in vain : 
I yy new Empire would relign again ; 
And change, with my dumb Slaves, my nobler Mind, 
Who, void of Reaſon, more of Pleaſure find. 
Methinks, for me they beg; each filently 
Demands thy Grace, and ſeems to watch thine Eye. 
Eve. | well foreſee, whene'er thy Suit TI grant, 
That IT my much-lov'd Sovereignty ſhall want : 
Or like my {lf ſome other may be made, 
And Her new Beaury may thy Heatt invade. 
Adam. Could Heav'n ſome greater Maſter-piece devil; 
Set out with all the Glories of the Skies, 
That Beauty yet in vain he ſhould decree, 
Unleſs he made another Heart for me. 
Eve. With how much eaſe I, whom I love belieye! 
Giving my ſelf, my want of Worth I grieve. 
_-Here, my inviolable Faith I plight, 
So, Thou be my Defence, 1 thy Delight.. [Exeunt, he lcading her. 


— — — Wo —_ 


——_—— 


A C F IRE. 
SCENE I. Paradiſe. 


__ Exci- Wir Place ! yet whatis this to: Heav'n, where I 
fer. Þ. Sate next, ſo almoſtequall'd the Molt High ;. 
| I doubted, meaſuring both, who was more ſtrong : 
Then, willing to forget time fince 10 long, 

Scarce thought I was created ; vain deſire 
 OfEmpire, in my Thoughts {till ſhor me higher, 
To mount above his ſacred Head ; ah-why, 
When he ſo kind, was ſo ungrateful 1 ? 

He- bounteouſly beſtow'd unenvy d Good. 

On me.; in arbitrary. Grace I ſtood.:. 
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Tacknowledpe this, was all he did exaQ; 

Small Tribute; where the Will to pay was AQ. 

I mourn it now. unable to repent, 

As He, who knows my Hatred to relent, 

Jealous of Pow'r once queſtion'd : Hope, farewel , 

And with Hope, Fear ; no Depth below my Hell 

Can be prepar'd : Then, Ill, be thou my Good ; 

| And vaſt Deſtru&ion, be my Envy's Food. ] 
Thus [, with Heav'n, divided Empire gain ,- 2 


Seducing Man, I make his ProjeC& vain, 
And in one Hourdeſtroy his SixDays Pain. 
Then come again ; I mult retire, 


Enter Adam and Eve. 


Adam. Thus ſhall we live in perfe& BliG, and ſee, 
Deathleſs our Selves, our. num-rous Progny. 
Thou young and beaureous, my Delſires-to bleſs ;. 
[, 1till defiring, what I 1till poſſeſs. - 
Eve. Heav n, from whence Love ( our greateſt Bleſling came) 
Cangive no more, bur {till to be the ſame. 
Thou more oft Pleaſure mayſt with me. partake ;- 

I, more ot Pride, becauſe. thy Bliſs I make. Ee: 
Adam. When to my Arms thou brought't thy Virgin-Love. 
Fair Angels ſung our Bridal Hymn above : — 

Th Erernal nodding ſhook the Firmament,, 

And conſcious Nature gave her glad Conſent: 

Roſes unbud, and ev'ry fragrant Flower, 

Flew trom.their Stalks, to ſtrow thy Nuptial Bower :- 
The furr'd and feather'd Kind.. the Triumph did purſue, 

And Fiſhes leapt above.the Streams, the paſſing Pomp to view. . 

Eve. When your kind. Eyes look'd languiſhing one mine, 

And wreathing Arms did ſoft Embraces Join, 

A doubttul trembling ſeiz'd mefirſt all or ;. 

Then, Wiſhes ; and a Warmth, unknown. before: 

What follow'd, was all Ecſtahte and France | 
Immortal Pleaſures round-my ſwimming Eyes did dance, 
And.Speechlets Joys, in whole {weer Tumult toſt, 
I thought my Breath, and my new Being loſt, 


Lucif. O Death to hear ! and a worſe Hell on Earth:: [ A/ide: | 


Whar mad Profuſion on this Cold-born Birth ) 
Abyis ot Joys, as it Heay'n meant to ſhew 

Whar in baſe Matters, ſych a Hand could do :- 

Or was his Virtue ſpent, and he no more 

With Angels could ſupply th'exhauſted Store, 

Of which I'iwept the Sky ?—— — 
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And'wantirg SubjeQs to his haughty Will, 
On this mean.Work employ'd his trifling Skill. 

Eve. Bleſt:in our ſelves, all Pleaſures elſe abound ; 
Wirhour our Care, behold th'unlabour'd Ground, 
Bounteous of Fruir, above our ſhady Bowers 
The geeping 7e/£mm thruſts her fragrant Flowers, 
The Myrzle, Orange, and the bluſhing Roſe IP 

*With bending Heaps ſo nigh their Blooms diſcloſe, 
Each ſeems to ſmell the Flayour which the other blows : 

By theſe. the Peach, the Guava, and the Pine, | 
And creeping 'twixt 'em all, the mantling Vire, 

Does round their Trunks her purple Cluſters twine. 

Adam. All theſe are ours,” all Natures Excellence, 

Whole taſte and ſmell can bleſs the feaſted Senſe : 

-One only Fruit, in the mid-Garden plac'd, 

(The Tree of Knowledge is deny'd our Taſte ; 

* ( Our Proof of Duty to our Maker's Will : ) 

Of Diſobedience Death's the threatned T1. 
Eve. Death is ſome harm, which tho? we know not, yet, 

Since threatned, we muſt needs imagine great : 

And ſure he merits it, who diſobeys ; 

That one Command, and one of ſo much eaſe. 

Luacif. Muſt they then die, if they attempt to know, 

He ſees they would rebel, and keeps them low. 

On this Foundation I their Ruine lay , 

Hope, to know more, ſhall tempr to diſobey. 

I fell by this, and fince their Strength is leſs, 

Why ſhould not equal Means give like Succeſs ? 

Adam. Come, my fair Love, our Morning Task we loſe ; 

Some Labour, &en the eafteſt Lite would chule : 

-Qurs is not great ; the dangling Boughs to crop, 

Whoſe too luxuriant Growth our Alleys ſtop, 

And choke the Paths: This our Delight requires, 

And Heav'n no more of daily Work deſires. 

Eve. With thee to live is Paradiſe alone ; 

Without the Pleaſure of thy Sight is none. , 

' ] fear ſmall progreſs will be made this day, | 
So much our Kiſſes wilFour Task delay. [ Exeunt. 

Lucif. Why have not1, like thgſe, a Body too 

Form'd for the ſame Delights whih they purſue ? 

T could ( fo variouſly my, Paſhons move ): 

Enjoy and blaſt her in the ACt of Love. 
Unwillingly I hate ſuch Excellence , | , 

She wrong'd me not ; but 1 revenge th! Offence, | 
Through her, on Heav'n, whoſe Thunder took away : 

My Birthright Skies ! Live happy whilſt you may, 
Bleſt Pair, y'are not allow'd another day ! [ Exit. ) Gabriel 


1 


Gabriel and Thuricl deſcend, carried on bright C Youds . and 
flying croſs each other, then light on-the Ground. 


Gabriel. Ithuriel, fince we two commiſſion'd are 
From Heav'n the Guardians of the new-made Pair. % 
Each Mind his Charge ; for, ſee, the Night draws on, 
And riling Miſts purſue the ſetring Sun. © 
 -Tthurie/. Bleſt is our Lot to ſerve ; our Task we know : 
To watch, leſt any. from th* Abyſs below 
Broke looſe, diſturb their Sleep with Dreams, or worſe, 
Aſfault their Beings with ſuperior Force. 
[ Uriel flies down from the Suns, 
Urel. Gabriel, if now the Watch be ſet, prepare, | 
With ſtricteſt Guard, to ſhow thy utmoſt Care, 
This Morning came a Spirit, fair he ſeem'd, 
Whom, by his Face, I ſome young Cherzb deem'd; 
Of Man he much enquird, and where his Place, - 
With ſhews of Zeal to praiſe his Maker's Grace ; 
Bur I, with watchful Eyes obſerv'dhis Flight, 
And ſaw him on yon” ſteepy Mount alight ; , 
There, as he thought, unſeen, he laid afide 
His borrow'd Mask, and re-affum'd his Pride :_ 
I markd his Looks, averle to Heav'n and Good; 
Dusky he grew, and long revolving ſtood 
On ſome deep, dark Dehgn ;. thence thot with haſte, 
And o'er the Mounts of Paradiſe he paſt: 
By his proud Port he ſeed the Prince of Hell; 
And here he lurks inShades till Night : Search well 
Each Grove and Thicket, pry in every Shape, 
Leſt, hid in ſome, th' Arch-Hyppocrite eſcape. 
Gabrzel. If any Spirit come Cinvade or ſcout 
From Hell, what Earthly Fence can keep him out ?- , 
Bur reſt ſecure of this, he ſhall be found, . 
And taken, or proſcrib'd this happy Ground. 
Ithuriel. Thouto the Faſt, I Weſtward walk the round. 
And meet me in the midſt. _ (U7:!e/.) Heay'n your Deſign 
Succeed :. Your Charge requires you, and me. mine. 
[ Uriel es forward out of ſight. 
The two Angels Exeunt ſeverally, 


A Night-Picee of s pleaſant Bower : Adam and Eve aſleep in it. 
Enter Lucifer. 


Lucifer, So, now they lie, ſecure in Love, and ſteep 
Their fated Senſes in full Draughts of ſleep, 


By. 
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1 The State of Innocente, and 

' By what ſure means can I their Bli6 invade ? 
By Violence ? No, for they're immortal made, 
Their Keaſon ſleeps, but Mimic Fancy wakes; 
Supplies her parts, and wild Idea's takes - 
From Words and Things ill-ſorted and mis-Joyn'd ; 
[The Anarchy of Thought and Chaos of the Mind : 
Hence Dreams-confus'd and various may atife ; 
Theſe will 1 m— the Woman's Eyes ; 
The weaker ſhe, And made my eafier Prey ; 
Vain Shows and Pomp the ſofter Sex betray. 

[ Lucifer /irzs down by Eve, and ſeems to whiſper in ber Ear, 


AVifion, where a Tree riſes loaden with Fruit ; four Spirits riſe with 7t, 
and draw a Canopy out of the Tree ,, other Spirits dance about the 
Tree in deform'd ſhapes , after the Dance, an Angels enter with a 
Woman habited like Eve. 


Angels ſinging : | 
Look up, look up, and ſee 
What Heav'n preparesFor thee ; 
Look up, and this fair Fruit behold, 
 Ruddy it ſmiles, and rich with ſtreaks of Gold. 
The loaden Branches downward bend. 
Willing they ſtoop, and thy fair Hand attend. 
Fair Mother of Mankind, make haſte, 
And bleſs, and bleſs rhy Senſes with the taſte. 
Woman. No ; *tis fotbidden, 1 
In taſting it ſhall die. | 
Angel. Say, who enjoynd this harſh Command ? 
Woman. "Twas Heav'n, and who can Heav'n withſtand ? 
Angel. Why was it made fo Fair ; why plac'd in fight ? 
Heaven is too good to enyy Man's Delight. | 
See, we before thy Face will try, 
What-thou fo fear'ſt.- and will not die. 


[ The Angel takes the Fruit, and grves to the Spirits who danc'd, 
they immediately put off their deferm d ſhapes, and appear Angels. 


Angels ſinging. Behold what a Change on a ſudden 1s here ! 

How glorious in Beauty, how bright they appear ! 

| From Spirits deform'd they are Deries made, 

Their Pinions at Pleaſure the Clouds can invade. | 
[The Angel groes to the Woman, who Eats. 

"Till equal in Honour they -iſe | 

With Him who commands in the Skies : 

Then taſte without Fear, and be happy and wife, —_ 

V OMAN. 
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The State of Innocente, and 


By what ſure means can I their Bliſs invade ? 
By Violence ?_ No, for they're immortal made, 
Their Keaſon ſleeps, but Mimic Fancy wakes, 
Supplies her parts, and wild Idea's takes - 
From Words and Things il}-ſorted and mis-joyn'd ; 
[The Anarchy of Thought and Chaos of the Mind : 
Hence Dreams.confus'd and various may arife ; 
Theſe will I ſer-þefvre the Woman's Eyes ; 
The weaker ſhe, And made my eaſier Prey ; 
Vain Shows and Pomp the ſofter Sex betray. 

[Lucifer /its down by Eve, and ſeems to whiſper in ber Ear. 


AVifon, where a Tree riſes loaden with Fruit ; four Spirits riſe with it, 
and draw a Canopy out of the "Tree other Spirits dance about the 
1ree in deform'd ſhapes , after the Dance, an Angels enter with a 
Woman habited like Eve. 


Angels ſinging : 
Look up, look up, and ſee 
What Heav'n prepares%or thee ; 
Look up, and this fair Fruit behold, 


| Ruddy it ſmiles, and rich with ſtreaks of Gold. 


The loaden Branches downward bend. 
Willing they ſtoop, and thy fair Hand attend. 
Fair Mother of Mankind, make haſte, 
And bleſs, and bleſs rhy Senſes with the taſte. 
Woman. No ; *tis fotbidden, 1 
In taſting it ſhall die. 
Angel. Say, who enjoynd this harſh Command ? 
Woman. "Twas Heav'n, and who can Heav'n withſtand ? 
Angel. Why was it made ſo Fair ; why plac'd inſight ? 
Heaven is too good to envy Man's Delight. : 
See, we before thy Face will try. 
What-thou ſo fear'ſt,- and will not die. 


[The Angel takes the Fruit, and gives to the Spirits who danc'd ; 
they immediately put off their deferm'd ſhapes, and appear Angels. 


Angels ſinging. Behold what a Change on a ſudden is here ! 
How glorious in Beauty, how bright they appear ! 


From Spirits deform'd they are Decies made, 


Their Pinions at Pleaſure the Clouds can invade. | | 

[The Angel groes to the Woman, who Eats, 
*Till equal in Honour they riſe | 
With Him who commands in the Skies : 


Then taſte without Fear, and be happy and wiſe, 
Woman. 
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"the) "Y the Weman Fab by the Hand, and fly u 4 
Dr. The We! ® or and the pee who beld XJ 


5 ner Gabriel and Ithurielz0 Lucifer, ; Lo remains... 
Gabriel, What art thou? ſpeak, thy Name, mg thy lntent. 
Why here alone? and,on what-Errand ſent... | 
Not from above ? No, thy wan Looks' betray - 
Diminiſh'd Light, and Eyes unus'd to day. 
Lucifer. Not to know me, argues: thy.ſelf. unknown? $53 
Time was, when ſhining next th' PIE TReO0, 
1 fare in awful State, while ſich as thou 
Did, in the ignoble Crowd, at diſtanc 
+ Gabyiel, Thinkſt thou, vain $ Spirit, tl 
ind eſt not Sin obſcures thy Gi 6 rho Ie : 
['know thee. now by thy un ateful Pride $00 ” 
That ſhow: $.me what-thy Taded Looks did: hide i; - : 
Traytor to Him who made, and. ſt thee high ;__ 
And Fool, that Pow'r which form'd thee to defie. 
Lucifer. Go, Slaves, return, and fawn in Heav'n again ; 
Seek thanks from Hin " who e Quarrel you maintain, 
C Dn ryitude A OG I 
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Our Queſtion thou evad L; s 


Made for His Uſe ; 

We, unconſtrain'd, pF te con ana nds 

| So praiſe we Him, and ferye. m1 E y beſt: 

Thus thou, by choice, art fallen;.ant d we wr x 
Irhuriel. "This, leſt: thou thi kt r/Flea 


To break Hell Bounds, and near. this 

In nightly ambuſh lie | 2. np 
Lucifer. Lives there whd: wolkioot: ſeek 

From Pain to Eaſe, from Darkneſs tay be E 


ſcape not dare” 

To change my ſolpt'rou# vImo 1 Pr. l ng {4 
Whenl in fight ſuſtain'd Foes irons de » 
And Heay'n on me alone ſpent half his Was, ; 
Think'ſt thou. thoſe Wounds were light ? Should T age fk} 
The Clemency of ſome more temp'rate Clime ._ = 
To purge my Gloom; and by the'Sun mind.” : ou 
Bask in his Beams, and bleach me in the Wind ? 

Gabriel. If Painto ſhun'be all thy BnSneſs, here, 
Methinks thy Fellows the ſame courſe ſhould ſteer. 
Is their Painleſs, who yet behind thee ſtay? * 
Or thou leſs hardy: to0/endure than they ? 

Lucifer. Nor-one, nor tother ; but as Leaders ought, 
I ventur'd firſt alone ; firſt Danger fought: 
_ And firſt explored thisnew reared Frame : 
Which fl Fj our dusky Regions: with-its | 
In hopes my fainting 5s to: ſettle here, WRI2T "0 
—- to defend againſt your , *handerer,- | wats "OE 

is ſpot of Earth, or nearer Heav'n repa 
© And Ferragy to his Gates from middle. AL 

Ithurtiel. Fool | To believe thouw/any par 
From Him, who couldft not thy firſt Ground maintain. 
* Gabriel. But whether that Deſign, or One/AS vain, 
Tattemprthe Lives of theſe, fiſt drew «as ; 
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Avoid the Place, and never n 
Upon this:Hallow'd elle 

Lucifer.” Notthat I fear, do Ldecline the Ei by. 
You I diſdain; let me with him comend, 7 Bi, I 
On whom YOUT limitary Powers depend. * 
More Honour from the Sender than the'Se 
Till then, I haveaccompliſh'd my Ines... - 
And leave wy cm, which ahi: 1gme! : S my Vai 
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7 Adany and Eve. $64 ns 
775 full of ſad Portent x vi 
if it NN ng wete ſent : ) y, + = 


. Leron "ay Ke ths lire: lrg F 
To us be good and eafie 1 wh = 7 K 
TT - = Eve. Behold from far ab Ire. 
| Which, in it, many win 10 
Their Glory ſhoots upon*my aking Senl TT” NR 
Thou ſtronger may'{t endure the Flood of Light; - _ 
And while in Shadeg I clear my-fainting ma 
Encounter the Crletuning LOIN: 3g [Exit 


The Cloud deſcends with | 
breaks and on each Jide ry or pA more > 
Cloud. " Raphael and Gabriel di bn with 
at diftance. =. L Js. 


"icneer athe Grand, | 
deſcend out ofithe _ 
the bref fland 5G 
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| Roph. Firſt of Mankind, hate Bk Heavnare ſent, | 

Is from Heay'n's Care thy ruine-to'prevent.-, - | 

Th WG pon Angel has;. by Night, been here, 
nd whiſpe Borough Wy, RE Contort's wag Fo TD 

| rears ; thus warn'd by us, beware.y + b: 

2 And euide her Fallty by thy-timely Care.” _ 

Gabrie/, Theſe, as thy Guards 6a outward Harms, are ſent. I 

Ills from within, thy Reaſon "muſt prevent. e 

Adam. Natives of  Heav'n,*who in Compaſſion  deign "3 


F 'T 


To want that Place where Ji imr wgytal 
In care of me ; what. Pt + oct ragy 
Defended in Obedienee, "taught fob 
Roph, Praiſe him/al6n >, 
With lab : Funbounded Fa a = Dn 
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| 7 Sack not as I 
zPow'r then is giva. 
mpalta by 


Heav'n. 


_ Butcan it be by finite Man: po! {leſt -_ "Tn 
' * I know riot how Heay'n can.communi - 
What equals Man to his Crea Jy; - |, 

Raphael. Heay'n cannot give his by Your dleſs Pow 
But boundleſs Liberty of Ch may” 3. - 
So Orbs, from the firſt Mover; Motion takegÞ Se, - 
Yet each-their med Reyotutis 1S.ma ata 

Adam. Grant ce ha ns iwerty 5 
Are we not bounded, now, by firmT Decree, "; 
Since whatſFer is pre:ogdai nd, muſt bez 
Elſe Heav'n, for Man;Flwelits is might Pre- ordain, 
And Man's Free: will mig} Sn ake thoſe Ren, vain. 

Gabrie/, Th'Eternal, when he did the World create, © 
All other Agents did neceſſitate: £ bY” 
So, what he order'd, they, by Nature, do ; "=." 48 
Thus light things mount, and heavy downward g0.. = 
Man only boaſts an arbitrary State... 

Adam. Yet Cauſes their EficQts neceſ tate, 

In willing Agents : Where is Freedom then ?” 
Or iwho cs break: $* e Chain which limits Men 
To a& what is,ur ngeably forecaſt, 
Since-the firſt Cauſe gives motion to the laſt ? 
Raphael. = n b by tore-knowing what will ſurely be, 


” 


Does only. es in Caliel ſee; 


Fore- ian "m oft bk q Int 
His Preſcience makes-not, but ſuppoſes Wings 
Inters Neceffity to- be ; not brings. ©. 
Thus thou art not conſtrain'd to Good, or- WM: 
Cauſes which work th'EtteQt;- force notthe Will... 
Adam. The: Force unſeen, and diſtant, I confeſs ; 
But the long Chain makes not the Bondage kb. $4. \f 
Ev'n Man himſelf-may to himſelf ſeem. free; 5 
And think that Choice which is Neceſhty. ©  Y 
Gabriel. And” ut Man 1t Judge or 
Adam, 1 find that I can chuſe to love, or Hate; 
Obey, or diſobey 4 do good, of WE; «< 
| Yer ſuch a Choice is butConſent, not a. - 
. I can but chuſe what he#has firſt deſign «© ff 
For he; before that Choice, my;Will confi nd... 


Gabriel. Sue L impious Fancies, whiere they * 


- Made Heav'n, all pure, thy Crimes to pre-ordait £ 4 
Adam. Far, far-from me be baniſhd ſuch +I 
TE onigt to be better taught. » 2 * 
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Chain-but ſhews Neceflity that's vaſt, £ 

t what's done, is; (ridiculous Proof of Fate!)- 

Tell mewhich part it does neceſſitate ; = $ 

P11 chuſe-the other; there T'1l link ERR," 

O Chain, which Fools, to catch themſelve 2S, Pro er ' 
Adam. Tho no conſh taint from Heavenz%r Cauſes be. 

Heav'n may prevent th reſee%;.: 

And, not preventing, tho' he does not caſes, - 

He ſeems to will that Man ſhould break: his Laws: 
Gabriel. Heav'n may permit, but not to Ill conſent : 

For hind'ring III, he would allC] -hoi 

*I were to unmake, to take away.the- | 
Adam. Better*conſtrain'd to. ox, th 1 free t to ot. 

Rupb. But what Reward or Puniſhmnes it 

Man to neither Good nor Ill were free 7 

Th*EternaFJuſtice. could decree no Pain. 

- To him whoſe Sins it {elf did firſt ordain ; 

And Good compell'd, could no Reward exatt : 

His Pow'r would ſhine in TOs ne th 

Our Task is done, obeyy and! 

Thou inal be bleſt, 
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RE. eo _ Gabriel fy up in the 
Fs xa, t be Goa AL els £0 off.. 


hy ae ©y'd up ary dg 
Why am 1 truſted with my Rlfar large, __ 


| Since: Angels & y 
Twoutd | no | : 4 je þ. 


oles Strength was more MM mine, 
Trace my Frailty to confine, 


Ja (on and os t ſupports not'm "7 him, Eve:;. 
Eve. Bholiſen ny 7; a $ dear Lord, how high the Sun ET. - 
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With Pain we lif ful Your 
While croſs our Walks the fF 

Adam. Well has 
Nature's tog Ki CERA ; 's us to 
Leaves us no room her 'Ereaſures'to:! 
But mocks, ur | Induſtey with her Excc 
And wildly n 
The hign of all ou ER 

Eve. Since then the WorK'SW 
BY hey let each a ſev'rat Tas PL A 
By thee, my Handsto labour will not move, @ * © 198 
But round thy Nee em "pp themſelves in Love. ©, © 
When thou wouldſe ," one tender touch,,onc ſinile” 4 
( How can hold NE all thy Task b 

Adam. So hard'we* af vp hot to. our Labour ay 
That Smiles and ſoft Endearments are deny'd, - 
omiles not allow'dato! Br aſts, from Reaſon move, 
And are the Privilec oh of Hr naneLoye : : 
And if, ſometimes, each others E wes we meet, 


oillare ſweet. 
But you, . by abſt, woulds tefeſhyour Joys, 
Becauſe, perhaps. my Lanyerls fation cloys. 
Yet this, would Pradeni 


Scan, I could permit. OS. 
Eve. What Reaſon mal es my ſmall Re ueſt unfit ? 
Adam. The falln Archangel, enyious of our ſtate, © 

Purſues otir Be ing ich Immortal Hate. | _ 
And hopeleſSto'ptevail by open Force®” 

Seeks hid Advantage, + to hetray u$work 

Which when aſſundes,wWll ove | 

For both together are each'othggs/Gua 

Eve. Since he, by Force, iShopele 

; Fraud alone our MindSWE 

Is to "i fI60kt my Re fon a; my Lov 
Adam. Call it Wy Cas , An not 


Is our Perfeftion of fo frail a whe 4 SE "> — 
As ey'ry Flot can undermine and ſhake 2 _ 


a 


| arty | _ EL in BI a 4 Fo | =” $70 
Think better both of _ by-ſelf and me... 
Who alwa S fears, ate ſe 'cannever He 6 FRY 
Poor itate of Bl, fo, much 
As not to dare to'truſt our ſelves alone} 
| x 7M 
- Adam, Such is our ſtate, as n not exempt. from. 
Fer firm, it Realo to our Aid we call # * _” 
bY J | 
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Ed Becauſ Als warn'd, IK Kho! wW my” ſelf Os 


If all this ſhake not : thy. dbdurate, Wil 
that ev*n preſent, -I am a fefit ill : 

And then wharFPleaſure'hop'ſt thou in my ſtay,,- 
When Im conſtrain'd, and wiſh my ſelf aways 

Adam. Conſtraint does ill with Love and: Rory ſute ;; 
I would periwade,. but nor. be abſolute. 
Berter be much remils Ol 
It pleasd in abſence,*thou wilt ſtill be heze:;-- 
Go, in thy Native Innocence proce SIS... / 6 
And ſummon: all thy Reaſon at thy Need. © 

ht; in ps find 


Eve..My Soul, my Eyes Delig 
Yo kind. | ue LEnhracng bim. 


Thou lov'ſt, becaute to love isto.b 
Secking my ' Tryal, I am ſtill-on guard 
Trials leſs fought, would find us: leſs'p ; 
Ous toe's too proud the weaker to:allailz i K . = 
Or doubles his DiſhoMur it. oY ail | 2 
Adam®ln Love, whar uſe af, rudence can there be? oo 

More perfe&t 1, and yer more: Fo. 

Blame me not, Heav'n, ia BLoves S Pon'r gh my, 

Whar could be, ſo unjuſt t ra beds leny/d 2”. 

One Look «i hers myyRelolkution breaks y* ©: 
Reaſon it ſelf rurns Folly: en: Lt 'eaks: 

And. aw'd by her, whom it was madeto ſivay;.  &  » 
_ Flatters her Pow' I, and. does i itown Ig; 


The Middle Part of ehBGarden 7s repr ſented, hare Our Rivers: meet, 
on the right ſide of the Scepe, 1s plac'd, for e Tree 0 "ie; on the left, 
the Tree of m__ 2 "TR 


# 
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Enter. Lucifer... ah 
ewccite; - Merhinks the Beauties of. this Place. ſhould-mourn v 

Tho fmmorral Exuits and Flowers.at-my return | 

Should hang their witherd Heads ; tor ſure my Breath 


| 1 NOW 7 DAE PoySnouw: and has enter Dearh. 


Enough: | 


Enough to blaſt the = le Creation” | 
Swoln with. Deſpite, with Sorrow, ,Sity with Biame 
Thrice have I beat the Wing, and rid with Night . 
About the World, behind the Globe of Light, ; 
To ſhun the Watch OI TIgayv | { | 
(What Pains would-Malice, rais'd-like mine, "x 2 f 
Not the moſt abje&.Form of Brutes to take.) * 
Hid inthe ſpiry Volumes of the Snake. . 
| lurk'd within the Covert of a Bra Cd: 
Not. yet deſcry'd. . But, ſee, the Moman here . a 
Alone Beyond my*Hopes no Guardian near; - 
Good Omen that : F'muſt retire unſeen,, 


And with my" borrow'd Shape, the Work Hg x 


Enter Eve. 

Eve. Thus far, atleaſt, with leave ;z norcan it be 
A Sin to look on this Caleſtial Tree : 4 
{ would -not more ; to. touch, a Crime:may mſe: : 
Touching is a remoter "Taſte in Love. i 
Death may be there, » or.Poyſon i in the Smell, 
(If Death in any thing fo fair can dwell ; ) | | 
But Heay'n forbids, T could be fatisfy'd, iy 


Were every Tree but this, but this Rey d. 


224 3 


AS expert enters'on the $ zage, and make direfly to the Tree of Know: 
ledge ;, on which winding bun ef, Wk an Apple, then NN 
and carries it GUY. - 56 


* S. 
Strange Sight!:Did then our oak Creator grant 
That Priviledge, which we their Maſters want, 
To theſe Inferior Beings ?. Or was it, Charice 2 
And was he bleſt with * bolder Tenorance * 

I ſaw his curling Cref&the Trunk intglg:- 
The ruddy Fruit diſtinguiſh d o'er, with Gold, 
And ſmiling in its Native Wealthy was torn; 
From the rich Bough, and thenin Fol mph born : 
The vent'rous Victor march'd unpunitiyd hence, 
And ſeem'd to boaſt his MEcUSNY Pinch, 
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Lucifer. Hail, Sovore we this Mt to pol 
The World, and, with one Look, all Nature blels. - 
Nature is thine; Thou, Empreſs; doſt beſtow- > 


On Fruits, to bloſſom ; and on Flowers to blow. ſ 
They hap] Y, yet inſenſible to boaſt _ 
Their Blils ; More happy they who. know tl 


> mot. Y 


Then happieſt I, to Humane Reaſon raigd, 
And Voice, withwhoſe firſt Accents thou art prais'd. 
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Eve. What art thou ? Or from whence ? For on this Ground, 


Befide my Lord's, ne'er heard I Humane Sound. 

Art thou ſome other Adam form'd. from Earth,” 

And comiit to claim an equal Share, by Birth, 

In this fair Field ? Ot ſprung of Heavenly Race ? 
Lucifer. An humble Narive of this happy Place, 

Thy Vaſlal born, and late of loweſt Kind, 

Whom Heaven neglecting made, and ſcarce defign'd, 

But threw me in, for number, to the reſt, 

Below the mounting Bird, and grazing Beaſt ; 

By Chance, not Prudence, now Supertor grown. 
Eve. To make thee ſuch, what Miracle was ſhown ? 


Lucifer. Who would not tell what thou vouckſaf'ſt to hear ? 


oSaw't thou not late a ſpeckled Serpent rear 
His gilded Spires to climb on yor? fair Tree ? 
Betore this happy minute 1 was he. 
Eve. Thou ſpeak'ſt of Wonders : Make thy Story plain. 
Lucifer. Not withing then, and thoughtleſs to obtain 
So great a Bliſs ; but led by ſenſe of Good, 
In-born to all, I ſought my needful Food : 
Then, on that Heav'nly Tree my Sight I caſt ; 
The Colour urg'd my Eye, the Scent my Taſte. -_ 
Not to detain thee long, I took;'did eat: _ goed, 
Scarce had my Palate touch'd th Immortal Meat, © 
But on a ſudden turn'd to what Iam, 
God like, and next to thee, 1 fair became: | 
Thought, ſpake, and reaſorfd ; and, by Reaſon found 
Thee, Nature's Queen, with all her Graces crown'd. 
Eve. Happy thy Lot ; but far unlike is mine; 
Forbid to eat, not daring to tepine. 20 
"Twas Heay'n's Command, and ſhould we diſobey, 
What rais'd thy Beings, ours muſt take away. 
Lcifer, Sure you miſtake the Precept, or the Tree : 
Heav'n cannot envious of his Bleſſings be. 
Some Chance-born Plant he might forbid your Ute, 
AS wild, or guilty of a deadly Juice : 
Not this, whoſe Colour, Scent Divine and Taſte, 
Proclaim the thonghttul Maker not in haſte. 
Eve.- By all theſe ſigns too well I know the Fruit, 
And dread a Power ſevere and ablolute. 
Lucifer. Severe indeed, ev'n to Injuſtice hard, 
If Death, for knowing more, be your Reward : 
| Knowledge of Good, is good ;} and therefore fit 
And to know 11], is good, for ſhunning it D 
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X ” Foe. Thus far, atleaſt, with leave; norcan it be et ct 
© - A Sin to look on this Coeleſtial Tree : | ". 162107- - 
{ would -not more z to.touch, a Crime: may prove : 
py Touching is a,re ma! eh A A ſte in Love." © © ©; 
« Death may be there, 'or,Þc ojJon 1 in the Smel ay 
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But Heay'n forbids, 1 SO be Tatisfy'd, 
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Then happieſt I, to Humane Reaſon ard © 

And Voice, with-whoſe firſt Accents thou art "99" Y $0 
Eve. What art thou? Or from whence? For on this Ground, 


Befide my Lord's, ne'er heard I Humane Sound. 
Art thou Tome other Adam form'd. from Earth,” 


And conſt to claim an equal Share, by Birth,” I ns 


In this fair Field ? Or ſprung of Heavenly Race? 

Lucifer. An humble Narive of this happy Place, 
Thy Vaſſal born, and late of loweſt Kind, 

Whom Heaven negleQting made, and ſcarce delignd, 
But threw me in, for number, to the reſt, 

Below the mounring Bird, and grazing Beaſt ; 

By Chance, not Prudence, now Supertor grown. 

Eve. To make thee ſuch, what Miracle was ſhown ? 

Lucifer. Who would not tell what thou vouchſaf {t to hear * 

oaw {t thou not late a ſpeckled Serpent rear | 
His gilded Spires to climb on yor” fair Tree ? 
Betore this happy minute I was he. 

Eve. Thou ſpeakſt of Wonders : Make thy icky Om 

Lacifer. Not wiſhing then, and houvhtiels to obtain | 
So great a Bliſs ; but led by ſenſe of Good, 

In-born to all, I ſought my needtful Food : 

Then, on that Heav” nly Tree my Sight I caſt , 

The Colour urg'd my Eye, the Seent my Taſte. | 

Not to detain thee long, I took;/aid =$ _ 
Scarce had my Palate touch'd th Immortal Meat, 

But on a ſudden turn'd-to what Fam, 

God like, and next to thee, 1 fair became: 

Thought, ſpake, and reaſorrd ; and, by Reaſon found 
Thee, Nature's Queen, with all her Graces crown'd, 

Eve. Happy thy Lot ; but far unlike is mine; 
Forbid to eat, not daring to repine. | x W000 
Twas Heayn's Command, and ſhould we diſobey, 

What rais'd thy Beings, ours muſt take away. 

Lucifer. Sure you miſtake the Precept,' or the Tree : 
Heav'n cannot envious of his Bleſſings be. 

Some chance-born Plant he might forbid your Uſe, 
As wild, or guilty of a deadly Juice : 
Not this, whoſe Colour, Scent Divine and Taſte, 
Proclaim the thoughtful Maker not in haſte. 

Eve.- By all theſe ſigns too well I know the Fruit, 
And dread a Power ſevere and abſolute. 

Lucifer. Severe indeed, ev'n-to Injuſtice hard, 

If Death, for knowing more, be your Reward : 
Knowledge of Good, is g00d 3' and therefore fit; 

And t to know 11], is 8900, for ſhunning i it 3 D | 
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We Raby to de a9 too well we know. 

He knows that cating, you ſhall God-like be, 

AS wile, as fit to be adord as he. 

For his own Int'reſt he this Law has given ; . 

Such Beauty may riſe FaQtions in his Heaven. \ 

By awing you, he does Poſſeſſion keep, 

And is too wile to hazard Partnerſhip. 

Eve. Alas, who dares diſpute wich him that Right ? 

The Power. which form'd us muſt be infinite. = 

Lucifer. Who told you how your Form was firſt defign'd ? 
The Sun and Earth produce of ev'ry kind ; 

_ Graſs, Flowers, and Fruits ;: nay, living Creatures t90 

Their Mould was baſe ; twas more tefin'd in you ; 

Where Vital Heat in purer Organs wrought, 

Produc'd a nobler Kind, rais > up to Thought ; 

And that, perhaps, might his Beginning be : 

SometMing was firit, 1 queſtion it *rwere He. 

Bur grant him firſt, yet ſtill ſuppoſe him Gs, 

Kors envying thoſe he made, inumoxtal Faod. 
Eve. ah Death oux Diſobedience muſt x "WW 
Lucifer, Behold in 44 what ſhall arrive to. you. 

I taſted, yet I live; 0 0a pI have akf gd 


A ſtate more perieRt 
| _ Nox fear this pe pery FR 098 hs x NAP ' ſhould raiſe , 
Heaven rather will yaur da wap. Visrue praiſe, | 


That ſought, through threatned Death, immortal Good: 
Gods are immortal ouly by their Food, - 
Taſte, and remove. "ID 
Whar difference does *rwixt them and you-remain : 
As I gain'd Reaſon, you ſhall Godhead gain. 

Eve a/ade }. He eatsand. lives, in | - 1 pr orcater prown':. 
Was Death invented then for us alone ? 
Is IntelleQtual Food to Man deny d, 
Which Brutes have, with fo much advantage, try'd :: 
Nor only try'd themſelves, but, frankly, more 
To me have offerd their unenyy'd ſtore. 

Lucifer. Be bold, and. all your needleſs Doubts remove : 
View well this Tree, (the Queen of all the Grove) 
How vaſt her Bole, how wide her Azms aze {pread!. 


How m high above the reſt ſhe ſhoots-her Head, _ 
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ak Phucking the Fruit. 
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you loſe ime and Godhead by delay. "[Phckingthe Fruit, 
Eve /ooking about her. *Tis done , Plt venture all, and difobey, 
Perhaps, far hid in Heaven, he does not ſpy 5 ng” 
And none of all his Hymning Guards are nigh. - by 
To my dear Lord the Lovely Fruit PIl bear , s | 
He, to partake my Bliſs, my Crime ſhall ſhare. = ſExit baſtiy. 
Lucifer. She flew, and thank'd me not, for haſte ; *twas hard 
With no return ſuch Counfel to reward. . Hrs DOG 
My Work is done, or much the greater part ; 
She's now the 'Tempter to enſnare his Heart. 
He, whoſe firm Faith no Reaſon could remoyvc, 
Will melt before that ſoft Seducer, Love. " LExu, 


Eo. apa 
SCENE I. Paradiſe. 


Eve, with a Bough an her Hand. | 


Eve, MAS I tread more lightly on the'Ground ; 

My nimble Feet from unhurt Flowers rebound : 
i walk in Air, and Torn this Earthly Seat ; th 
Heaven is my Palace, this may baſe Retreat. 
Take me not, Heayn, too foon, *twill be unkind 
To leave the Partner of my Bed behind. 
{ love the Wretch : But ſtay, ſhall I afford 
Him part ? already he's too much my Lord. 
*Tis in my Pow'r to be a Sov'reign now, $4 
And, knowing more, to make his Manhood bow. | 
Empire is fiveet ; but how if Heav'n has ſpy'd? 
It I ſhould die, and. he above provide 
vome other Eve, and place her in my ſtead, | | 4 
Shall ſhe pofleſs his Love, when I am dead ? 4 
No ; he ſhall eat and die with me, or live : | - 
Ouz equal Crimes ſhall equal Fortune give. 


Enter Adam. 


Adam. What Joy, without your Sight, hath Earth in ſtore ? 
White you were abſent, Eden was - more. 
| WF *" "x Y 


| | "S, x MY me? I-14 , & "$ +. < 

Winds murmur'd 'through/the Lea P 
1 W514 | 85) i ay | 3. & ke 8 

And Fountains oer their Pebbles chid y 


*Tis what I taſted firſt, yet do not die. . | 
"Azam 1S"1t (I darenotaskitaltiart firſt; 
Doubt is ſome eaſe to thoſe who fear the worſt : ) 
Say, "Tis not. . x90, . is FT 3 
Eve. *Tis not whit thou needft tofear , 
What danger does in this fair Fruit appear /? 
We have been cozen'd, and had {till beenſd, 
Had I not ventur'd boldly firſt to know. 
Yer not I firſt, I almoſt bluſh to. fay, : 4g 
The Serpent eating taught me firſt the way. - - - - : 
The Serpent taſted, and the God-like Fruit, os 
Gave thg Dutt Voice, gave: Reaſon to the Brute. 
Adam.” O faireſt of all Creatures, Taft. and beſt, 
Of what Heaven made, how art thou diſpoſieſt 
Of all thy Native Gloties! fall'n! decay'd !, © 
(Pity ſo rare a Frame {6 trail we made!) iy 
Now cauſe of thine own Ruine! and. with thine,  * 
( Ah! who can live without thee !) cauſe of mine: \ 
Foe. Reſerve thy Pity till I want it more : 
I know my. ſelf much happier than before ; 
More wiſe, more perfeCt, all T wiſh to be. \ 
Were I but ſure, alas! of pleaſing thee. _ I 
Adam. Y'have ſhown how much you. my Content defign ; 
Yet, ah ! would Heav'n's Diſpleafure pafs like mine. 
Mutt I without you, then, in wild Woods dwell ? 
Think, and but think of what T lov'd ſo well : 
x  Condemn'd to live with Subjects ever mute ;- 
A ſalvage Prince, unpleas'd, rho' abſolute. 
Eve. Pleaſe then your {elf with me, and freely taſte, 
* Leſt I, without you, ſhould to Godhead haſte; : 
Leſt diff”ring in degree you claim too late 
Unequal Love, when *tis deny'd by Fate. Adam. 
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Adm. Cheat not your ſelf with Dreams of Deity ; 
Too well.- but yet too'late, your Crime I lee : 
Nor think the Fruit your Knowledge does improve ; 
But you have Beauty ſtill, and I have Love.. 
Not cozen'd, I with choice my Life reſign : 
Imprudence wes your Fault, but Love was mine. 
pO | Takes. the Fruit, and eats it. 
Eveembracing him. |] O wondrous pow'r of matchleſs Love expreſt ! 
Why was this Trial thine of loving beſt 2 
1 envy thee that Lot ; and, could it be, 
Would venture ſomething more than Death for thee, 
Not that I fear that Death th' Event can prove; * 
Were both Immortal, while fo well we love. 

Adam. Whate'er ſhall be th' Event, the Lot is caſt :.- 
Where Appetites. are giv'n, what vin to taſte ? 
Or it a Sin, *tis but by Precept ſuch : _ 
Tt Offence ſo ſmall, the Puniſhment's too much, 
To ſeek ſo ſoon his new-made World's decay ; 
Nor wez. nor that, were taſhion'd for a. Day... _ 

Eve. Give to the Winds thy tear of Death, or Ill z. 
And think us made bur for each other's Will. 

Adam. I will, at leaſt defer that anxious Thought, 
And Death, by Fear, ſhall not be nigher brought : 
It He will come, let Us to Joys make haſte ; 
Then ler- him ſeize us when our Pleaſure's paſt. 
We'll take up all before ;. and Death ſhall find 
We have drain'd Lite, and left a Void behind. 


WM” 


[Exeunt:. 


; a 

Enter Lucifer, 

 Tucifer. "Tis done,  - | 
Sick Nature, at that inſtant, trembled round ;. - 
And Mother-Earth fſigh'd as ſhe felt the Wound. - 
Of how ſhort durance. was this new-made ſtate! 
How far more mighty than Heay'n's Love, Hell's Hate ! 
His Project ruind, and his King-.of Clay : 
He forntd an Empite for his Foe to ſway. 
 Heay'n let him rule, which-by his Arms he got z. 
I'm plas'd to have obtain'd the ſecond Lot. 
This, Earth is mine ; whoſe Lord I made my Thrall, 
Annexing to my Crown his conquer'd Ball. 
Loosd from the Lakes my Legions I will lead, 
And, or the. dark*ned Air black Banners ſpread : 
Contagious Damps. from hence, ſhall mount aboye, 

And force him to his inmoſt Heav'n's remove. - 
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of Innocenc es and | 
nr" Mes ] FA Clap of Thunder #5 beard. 
He heats already, and I boaſt too ſoon ; 
I dread that Engine which ſecur'd his Throne. | 
Til dive below his Wrath, into the Deep. ” [Sinks down. 
And waſte that Empire which I cannot keep. Hs 


| Raphael and Gabriel deſcend. 


Raphael. As muck of Grief as Happineſs admits, ' 
In Heav'n, on each Ccaleſtial Forehead fits : - 
| Kindneſs for Man, and Pity for his Fate, 
May mix with Bliſs, and yet not violate. 
Their Heavenly Harps a lower Strain began, 
And in ſoft Muſick mourn'd the Fall of Man. 
Gabriel. I ſaw th'Angelic Guards from Earth aſcend. 
.(Griey'd they muſt now no longer Man attend :) 
The Beams about their Temples dimly ſhone, | 
One would have thought the Crime had been their own. 
The Etherial People Hock'd for News in haſte, 
Whom they, with down-caſt Looks, and fcarce ſaluting paſt: 
While each did, in his penfive Breaft, prepare ; 
A fad Account of their ſaccefleſs Care. 
Raphael, TiyEternal yet, in Majeſty ſevere, 
And {triQeſt Juſtice, did mild Pity bear : a; 
Their Death's deferrd, and Bamifhment ( their Doom 
In Penitence foreſeen, leaves Mercy room: 

Gabriel, That Meſſage is thy Charge ; mine leads me hence, - 
Plac'd at the Garden's Gate for its Defence, 
Leſt Man returning, the beſt Place pollute, = 
And *ſcape from Death, by Life's immortal Fruit. 

| ' Another Clap of "Thunder. [ Exeunt ſeuerally. 


Enter Adam and Eve, affrighred. 


"Adam. In what dark Cavern ſhall I hide my Head 
"Where ſeek retreat, now Innocence is fled : 

Safe in that Guard, I durſt evn HeN dehe , | 
Without ir, tremble now, when Heav'r5 is nigh. ; | 'l 

Eve. What ſhall we do, or where dire& our flight? | 
Eaſtward as far as I could: caft my Sight, $ 
From op'ning Heavens, I faw deſcending Light : 

Tts glittering through the I ftill behold , 
The Cedar-tops ſeem alt to burn with Gold. 

Adam. Some Shape Divine, whoſe Beams I caunot bear ! 
Would I were hid where Light could not appear, 
Deep into ſome thick Covert would I run, 
impenetrable to the Stars, or Sun : 


\- And fenc'd from Day, by Night's Eternal Skteen ; 
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Unknown to Heav'n, and to my ſelf unſeen. 
Eve. In vain z what hope to ſhun his piercing Sight,.  - 
Who, from dark Chaos, {truke the Sparks of Light ? _ 
Adam. Theſe ſhould have been your thoughts when parting hence z 
You truſted to your guideleſs Innocence. Os. 
See now the th Eftedts of your own wilful Mind : 
Guilt walks before us, Death purſues behlnd. 
So fatal 'twas to ſeek Temptatiohs out ; __ 
Moſt Confidence has ſtill moſt cauſe to doubt. 
Eve. Such might have been thy Hap, alone. afſail'd , 
And 1b, together, might we both have fall'd. 
Curs'd Vallalage of all my future Kind : 
Firſt idoliz'd, till Love's hot Fire be cer, 
Then Slaves to thoſe who courted us before. 
Adam. 1 counſeFd you to ſtay, your Pride refus'd :. 
By your own lawleſs Will you ſtand accusd. 
Eve. Have you that Privilege of only Wie, 
And would you yield to her you ſo deſpiſe ? 
You ſhould have ſhown th' Authority you boaſt, 
And, Sov'reign-like my headlong Will have croſt. 
Counſel was not enough to ſway my Heart , 
An abſolute Reſtraint had been your pat. 
Adam. Ev n ſuch Returns-do they deſetve tofind;. 
When Force is lawful, who are fondly kind. 
. Unlike my Love : for when thy Guilt I knew, 
I hard the Curſe which did that Crime purſue. 
Hard Fate of Love! which Rigour did forbear,, 
And now *tis tax'd, becauſe *twas not ſevere. - 
Eve. You have, your ſelf, your Kindneſs over-paid:;- 
He ceaſes to oblige; who can upbraid. 
Adam. On Woman's Virtue, who too much rely, 
Fo boundleſs Will give boundleſs Liberty. | 
Reſtraint you will not brook ; but think it hard A 
Your Prudence is not truſted as your Guard ; - -  "—Y 
And to your ſelves 1o lefr, if II enſues, | 1 
You firſt our weak Indulgence will accuſe. 
Curſt be that Hour —r— ; 
| When fated with my ſingle Happineſs, NY 
- I choſe a Partner to controul my Bliſs , 
Who wants that Reaſon which her Will fhould fivays. 
. And knows but juſt enough to diſobey. 
Eve. Better with Brutes my humble Lot had gone. ;. 
Of Reaſon void, accountable for-none : 
Tir unhappieſt of Creation isa Wie, - 
Made loweſt, in the. higheſt Rank of Life-> 
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g2 The State of Innocence, and. 


Her Fellow'sSlave; to know, and not to chult : 
_Curit with that Reaſon ſhe muſt never uſe. "0 
Adam. Add, thar's She's proud, fantaſtick, apt to change z 

Ulſzeleſs at home, and eyer prone to range: 
With Shows delighted, and ſo vain is She, 
She'll meet the Devil, rather than not ſee. 
Our wife Creator. . for his Choires Divine, . 
Peopled his Heav'n with Souls all Maſculine. 
Ah ! why muſt Man from Woman take his Birth-? 
Why was this Sin of Nature made on Earth ? 
This fair DefeQ, this helpleſs Aid, calld Wie; 
The bending Crutch of a decripit Life. 
Poſterity no Pairs from you ſhall find, : - 
But ſuch as by miſtake of Love are join'd : 
The worthieſt Men their Wiſhes neer ſhall gain ; - 
But ſee the Slaves they ſcorn, their Loves obtain. 
Blind Appetite ſhall your Wild Fancies Rule ; , 
Falſe to.deſert, and faithful to. a Fool. 
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[Tarts 1. anger from ber, 
| and 1s going off. 
PR Eve #neeling. | Unkind! wilt thou forſake me in diſtreſs, 
AY © For that which now is palt me to redreſs ?. 
3 - - - T have miſdone; and I endure the ſmart ; 
Loth to acknowledge, but more lorth to part. 
The blame be mine; you warn'd; and I refus'd :: 
What would you more ? I have my {elf accus'd. 
Was plighted Faith ſo weakly ſeaFd above, - 
That, tor one Error, .1 muſt loſe your Love ? - 
Had you ſo err'd, I ſhould have been more kind, 
Than to add pain to an afflicted Mind. . 
Adam. Yoare grown much hutnbler than.you were betore : 
{ pardon you ; but ſee my Face no more. 
Eve. Vain Pardon, which includes a greater IlI-: 
Be ſtill diſpleas'd ; but let me ſee you ſtill. 
Without your much-Iov'd Sight, I cannot live:  =—< 
You more than kill me, it you ſo forgive. 
"The Beaſts, fince we are falFn, their Lord's deſpile ; 
And, pafhing, look at me with glaring Eyes? 
Muſt Faben wander helpleſs and alone ? - 
You'll pity me too late when 1 am gone. _ 
; Adam. Your Penitence does my Compaltion move ; 
As youdeſerve it, I may give my Loye. 
Eve. On me alone let Heav'n's Diſpleafure fall , 
You merit none, and I deſerve it all. . 
Adam. You all Heav'n's Wrath ! how could you bear a part, 
Who bore not mine, but with a bleeding Heart ? © 
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Return to me, -and to my Lo 
And, both oftending, for eac 
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THY All-Good does not his 
Juſtice muſt puniſh the 
Yer puniſh ſo, as Pity 

' Agar. I neither can 
" Deathwill Jifiſe me me 
And lay me: ie? of in 
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Did we concur to 
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2 The State -of Innocence, and 
Her Fellow'sSlave; to know. and not to chulk : 
Curſt with that Reaſon ſhe muſt never uſe. qu 

_ Adam. Add, thar's She's proud, fantaſtick, apt to change 

Uleleſs at home, and eyer prone to range: 

With Shows delighted, and ſo vain is She, 

She'll meer the Devil, rather than not ſee. 

Our wite Creator, . for his Choires Divine, 

Peopled his Heav'n with Souls all Maſculine. 

Ah ! why muſt Man from Woman take his Birth. 

Why was this Sin of Nature made on Earth ? 

This fair DefeQ, this helpleſs Aid, call'd Wite; 

The bending Crutch of a decripit Life. 

Poſterity no Pairs from you ſhall find, 

But ſuch as by miſtake of Love are join'd: 

The worthieſt Men their Wiſhes neer ſhall gain  - 

But ſee the Slaves they ſcorn, their Loves obtain. 

Blind Appetite ſhall your Wild Fancies Rule ; 

Falle to deſert, and faithful to a Fool. | 
[ Turns 1#1 anger from ber, 
and 1s going off. 

Eve &neeling. | Unkind! wilt thou forſake me in diſtreſs, 

For that which now is paſt me to redreſs ? 

I have miſdone ; and I endure the ſmart : 

Loth to acknowledge, but more 1orh to part. 

The blame be mine; you warn'd; and I refus'd : 

What would you more ? I have my {elf accus'd. 

Was plighted Faith ſo weakly ieal'd above, 

That, tor one Error, .1 muſt loſe your Love? _ 

Had you ſo err'd, I ſhould have been more kind, 

'Than to add pain to an afflicted Mind, 
Adam. Vare grown much humbler than. you were betore : 
{ pardon you ; but ſee my Face no more. 

Eve. Vain Pardon, which includes a greater III: 

Be ſtill diſpleas'd ; but let me ſee you [til]. 

Without your much-Ilov'd Sight,- I cannot live - g 

You more than kill me, it you fo forgive. 

"The Beaſts, ſince we are falFn, their Lord's deſpiſe ; 

And, paſhng, look at me with glaring Eyes? 

Muſt ou wander helpleſs and alone ? - 

You'll pity me too late when 1 am gone. 

Adam. Your Penitence does my Compaſlion move ; 

As you deſerve it, I may give my Loye. 

Eve. On me alone let Heav'n's Diſpleaſure fall ;. 

You merit none. and I deſerve it all. . 

Adam. You all Heav'n's Wrath ! how could you bear a part, 

Who bore not mine, but with a bleeding Heart ? 
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[as to0 ſtubborn, thus to make; 'olt : fhe + 5, 
Forgive me, I am more in fanlt than yOu. =; 
Return to me, -and to my Loye return ; 

And, both offending, for each other mourn.” 


Enter Raphael. 
Repher Of Sin to warn thee, I before was ſent ; 
For Sin, I now prongger thy Pu iſhm 


Yet hat much lighter than.chy Erime 
Th All-Good does No his'Creatures 


Yer puniſh ſo, as Pity ſhall exceed. © # 

* Adam. 1 neither can Jiſpute hk his Will, nor cdare; 
Death will diſmiſs me from my futurc 
And lay me- ſoftly in my Native Duſt, _ 

To pay the forfeit of ill- "4 Troft. ©. 

Eve. Why ſeek you Death? Confider &er you ſpeak ? 

The Laws were hard, the Powr 00 | Cop 


oo] 'em, weak, 


From! Barknek, to prod 1 
Did we concur to UE or FO DE. 
Was it our Will which Bee = "Or Was it Ws 
Since *twas His Choice, no En . which placd us here, 
The Laws we did not chuſe, why ſhould we _——- 

* Adam. Seek not in vain Aaker to accuſe ; os he 
Terms were proposd; Pater er. Jef t us to refuſe 
The Good we have enjoy 'd from Heay'n's Pro mill, 
And ſhall we murmur to” endure © > | REED 
ner we 4 RAI $ Ow ſe we, 


But, fo your CnE 'th'Etern: 


1% InEden you no longer thall pe Foes 


"This Place, with Crimes, 


Hence to the lower World you are exiF'd : 
"all be no more achiva. 
Eve. Muſt we this bliſsful Paradiſe forego?  .. 
Raphael. Your Lot mnſt be where Thorns and Thiſtles grow 
Qobld, as Balm- and Spices did at firſt, * ” 
For Man, the Earth, of which he was, is curſt'; 
"To Adem. By thy own Toit procur'd, thou Food ſhalt eat, 
And know not Plenty, but from painful Sweat. Þ, 


She, by a Curſe, of future Wives abbor'd, | 


Shall pa Obedience” to her OO. 
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| ara fÞ to Lofe 

The BliG, but not the Place ; here co 
Wns winged Meſſenger did 
"HP this Fine the g afious 
E- \ Then ſhow my wond'ring Pre 
TOR In Woods and Lawns where-e' 


' T, with green Turks, would. 
And Heay'n, with Gums an of 
A | Raphael. Where-cer thou arty. 
 -- .  AQs through all Places, is ro non 
{., _ Fills Ocean, Earth, and Air, and. 
__ And through the UniverſabN 
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the Day: ; | 
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WE” Thou canſt be no where di 
= Had been thy Kingly Seat,, 
= From all the _ of Peoph 6 —_ 
; With Ml the num *rous mil | 
$ Eve. My = faint, w ' 
| And find my 1elf the ſad Occ 1 
- But what is ” Death? | 
| | bael, In Viſion thou 
# - of Terrors raging in 
5 hs Iſt in Hirafe Fg) = | 


| Of all Mankind, ws me betr: "+ 
E - Born, through my Crime, to be Offer 
I And, tor thoſe Sins they could not ſhu 

FE... Eve. Why is Like ford ! No Man, ho, might he chuſe, "2 ; 
>”  Viguld nor acceptwhathe with Pain muſt loſe? Fre oa PE. 
: Rou owing, he receives it, and, When known, 
He thinks it his, and values it, *fis- gone. | 
- Decrepit Years and hel 
5 ths. zoe who! by lingring Sick 
ee And thoſe who by Deipair i 


loſe their Breath,” + 
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See you, ſs 1:86 wit "Keſ ſor 

For Love, or for miſtaken ] 
See thoſe, more mad. whe 
In needleſs Wars , the Stakes which Monarchs Bay, 
When for each others Provinces they- play. - 

- Then, as if Earth too narrow were 


a trivial Right, 
"Kirov their: Ives away. 


for. ate, _ 


On open Seas, their Quarrels theyA debate z. 
In hollow Wood, they floating | Tot ES bear ; 
And force impriſon'd” 1s to bring nea . Wh 
Eve. Who would the Miſeziesc of Man foreknow > 24 "I 
- Not knowing, we but ſhare our Part of Woe: >. LH 


' Of kindly mixing with our Native Clay | 7 


| EiErlty HAR PURA, and fixt, 


Now, we the Fate of future Ages bear ; 
And Cer their Birth, behold our Dead 2 pear 

Adam. The Deaths thou ſhowſt are cd, and full of Suſe, 
Caſt headlong from the Precipice of Li. 


Is there no ſmooth deſcent, no painleſs way. 


* Raphael. There is; but rarely ſhall tha 

Which, without Horror, leads: to-Death's abode. 

Some i&v, by temp'rance taught,-appre 

To diſtant Fate, by eafie Journeys, 8 

Gently they lay 'em down, aS:Ey ning- _ 

On their own woolly Fleeces fo iy-Hleep.. . 
Adam. So noiſeleſs wa Id. 1 ive, fach Death to find, 

Like timely Fruit, not.ſhaken by the Wind, 

But ripely din from the ſapleſs Bough, 

And dying, nothing to myſelf would"owe.  - + 
Foe. Thus daily changing, with a duller taſte - 

Of leffening Joys, I, by. Jegrees,-v 
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vtill vitting Ground, } wperck 
And cal y IF 
bael. Death you have: FE as 
How happy they in Jearhleſs P 6s live, fo bs 4 
Far morEthan I can ſhow. or you can = TY 
Shall crown the bleſt with Immortality. * Ma £.-N 


Here a Heaven deſcends, Full o Anden and ble 2d wits, wth — —- | 
ſoft Muſick ; 2 Song and OrHS. a W” 


Aday 0 Goodieft infinite } Whoſe -Heav'nly Will 
Can Jom much Good- -PT oduce, from {1o much 11! 
Jappy their ſtate ! 
re, and unchang'd, and needing no defence. 
OM Sus, as did my trailer Innocence. 


Their Joy fincere, and with no ſofxow mixt, 
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"They drive, ad glide" like Met 
"Adam. hen farewel- all ; FL 
"To mine own eaſe, and not. 
When what we love we 
0 loſe the 
"Eve. Aarewel, you ha 
Where X firlt ſhould * 
tuneful Harps, whe 
'yau Fic WHO! 
1 watch) and to thevheerl 
Who now ſhall bind your 'S 
With Fountain Streams your i 
A long Farewel to the 
Adorn'd with eye 
And laſt, 
> to wander in mer 


hael. The rifing 
And on-their Wings deto 
"The Beaſts already feel-t 
! , to deeper Cc 


For now the War of N 


But, part you hence in 
ov ard Eden lo 


S£þ4 


Exeunt, 
a. TK: 


*- 


L 
bo 
LN 
W's 


be. EF 


